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our "financiers" have made this kind of

discovery, but when it comes to the prac-

tical thing they, like the boy, have got

to fall back on father's duck or mother's

duck. This kind of proficiency may be

all very well in its place, but then we

have no place for it; we want to act hon-

estly and begin right, and then carry it

out right. Let the big Co-op straighten

itself out, and then the little Co-ops do

the same, and let us stick to one another

and all act one with another, and lay

aside our scheming; and let us have hon-

est, honorable men, Elders of Israel who

have at heart the building up of God's

kingdom, to do our business, who will act

for the welfare of all. That is my doctrine

on that point. I can see plenty of faults

in these things, but we will let them go,

they are the weaknesses of humanity,

and they carry with them their own re-

ward. If people do right, the right stands

by them and sustains them; if they do

wrong it works them down, down, down.

Men cannot afford to do wrong if they

could but understand their true position.

A few dollars, a little land, a few houses,

a few of the comforts of this short life,

cannot be compared to the glory laid up

for those who are true and faithful. But I

am afraid it will be said of some of those,

as was said of the rich man, "Thou in

thy lifetime received thy good things and

likewise Lazarus his evil things, but now

he is comforted and thou art tormented."

We do not want anything to cling to us

but what is right, and honest, and truth-

ful, and whenever we can act for the

benefit of all, then we are doing right,

free from this narrow contracted feeling

and this personal, selfish, aggrandizing

spirit. Do you not think you can get up

something of that sort if you try? Do

not be in a big hurry; do not break your

necks; go at it quietly, and start one in-

dustry and then another, and make your

leather, and your harness and shoes, and

prepare to raise silk. Brethren, operate

together, and sisters operate together,

and let all act in the welfare of each

other, that all may be encouraged and

benefited. The presidency of this Stake

ought, and all ought to unite with them,

in producing everything as far as pos-

sible, and as fast as possible, that you

require among yourselves; and also find

employment for every man and woman

and child within this Stake that wants

to labor. That is what you should do,

Brother Smith. That is the way I read

these things. And then we should not

try to hunt up anything against one an-

other, and our little weaknesses, for we

all have enough of them, God knows; and

I would say if I were one of them, Tom, if

you cry quits, I will; Mary, if you will for-

give me, I will forgive you; and Dick, if

you will overlook my faults, I will over-

look yours; Susan, if I have done wrong

please forgive me. Let us try, one and

all, to straighten up, and get up a good

common surprise, a brotherhood and sis-

terhood, that we may be one; and then if

we are desirous to help one another, and

pray God for his spirit to enlighten us,

we will go and improve in these things;

and we will go on from truth to truth,

from wisdom to wisdom and from intel-

ligence to intelligence, and God will help

us, if we will help ourselves by taking a

course to accomplish these objects.

There is another thing I want to

talk about, and that is the priest-

hood. What is your idea about it?

Don't you think that the priesthood

should rule in spiritual things, and


