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OPENING OF THE LAST DISPENSATION—DEVELOPMENT OF THE
WORK OF GOD—SENDING FORTH MISSIONARIES—USEFULNESS
OF THE SISTERS—IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATIONS—
EDUCATION—COOPERATION
DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED AT THE GENERAL

CONFERENCE, TUESDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 8, 1879
Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs

I will state that I feel very much obliged
to my brethren for the generous feeling
manifested to myself. Permit me, however,
to say, with regard to some of these ideas
presented to the Conference by Brother
George Q. and which he has said, he has
frequently presented to me and others of
the Twelve, that while I duly appreciate
the feelings and views of my brethren, and
am not ignorant of the proprieties of life,
individually I would not wish to change
my position. Personally I care nothing
about the outside show, the glitter and ap-
pearance of men; but I do care about the
great eternal principles associated with the
Church and Kingdom of God upon the
earth. And as has been stated, it was some
time before I could make up my mind to
accept a proposition of this kind. And I ac-
cept it now simply in the capacity of your
servant for Christ’s sake for the benefit of
the Kingdom of God and that all things
may be conducted in a proper manner.

Now we will let this pass, and talk about
something else.

I have been very much interested
in the remarks that have been made
at this Conference. It is now forty-
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nine years since the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints was organized. There
were then, as you heard stated and as we
very well know, six members organized.
There were however, more than six per-
sons in the Church, as was remarked by
Brother Snow, the organization being ef-
fected for the purpose of legal recogni-
tion, still there were only a very few, and
as the spirit of revelation rested down upon
God’s servant Joseph in these early days,
who like Adam, Moses, Abraham, Jesus,
Jared, Nephi, Moroni and others, had
the heavens unfolded to his view, and al-
though the Church was so few in number
the principles and purposes of God were
developed fully to the vision of his mind,
and he gazed upon the things that are to
transpire in the latter days associated with
the dispensation that he was called upon
by the Almighty to introduce. He learned
by communication from the heavens,
from time to time, of the great events that
should transpire in the latter days. He un-
derstood things that were past, and com-
prehended the various dispensations and
the designs of those dispensations. He not

only had the principles developed, but he
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