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was conversant with the parties who

officiated as the leading men of those

dispensations, and from a number of

them he received authority and keys and

priesthood and power for the carrying

out of the great purposes of the Lord in

the last days, who were sent and com-

missioned specially by the Almighty to

confer upon him those keys and this au-

thority, and hence he introduced what

was spoken of by all the prophets since

the world was; the dispensation in which

we live, which differs from all other dis-

pensations in that it is the dispensa-

tion of the fulness of times, embracing

all other dispensations, all other powers,

all other keys and all other privileges

and immunities that ever existed upon

the face of the earth. At that time he

was a feeble youth, inexperienced, with-

out a knowledge of the learning of the

day. But God put him in possession of

that kind of intelligence, and what may

be termed a scientific knowledge of all

things pertaining to this earth, and the

heavens, if you please, which was alto-

gether ahead of all the intelligence that

existed in the world. He commenced

as opportunity presented by following

the education he had received from the

Almighty, by teaching the principles of

life and salvation, the principles of the

everlasting Gospel, by conferring upon

others that priesthood which had been

conferred upon him, and by organizing a

state of things that was after the pattern

of the heavens, that was calculated to

live and grow and increase, that had the

principle of life and vitality within itself,

and that was calculated to draw together

the honest in heart and assimilate them

in their ideas and views and feelings

and faith, and empower them to oper-

ate with him and with the Lord and with

the holy priesthood that had existed in

former ages. And thus he commenced

to organize the Church with all its var-

ious offices under the direct inspiration,

guidance and revelation of the Lord. The

First Presidency was pointed out, the

Twelve were also pointed out and des-

ignated, and these quorums were or-

dained. The high priesthood was orga-

nized however before these other quo-

rums took shape. Then there were the

quorums of Seventies, then the quorums

of Elders, then the Bishops, then the

quorums of Priests, Teachers and Dea-

cons, together with the High Councils

and all that we know about these things.

He taught us all that we know about

them; God taught him. Hence in the

various organizations of the several quo-

rums of priesthood whether it relates

to the Melchizedek, Aaronic or Leviti-

cal priesthood, all of these, together with

the duties devolving upon each, were

given by the Lord. And hence the church

that we are associated with is called

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. Hence Jesus Christ is the

medium through whom we are to ap-

proach the Father, calling upon him in

the name of Jesus; for there is no name

given under heaven, nor known among

men, whereby we can be saved but the

name of Jesus Christ. And although they

do not do it now, yet the time is ap-

proaching when to him "every knee will

bow and every tongue confess that he

is the Christ, to the glory of God the

Father." And hence the religion we pro-

fess is one that has been given us from

the heavens. We cannot dispense with

it; we cannot dispense with any part of

it. It is not of man, but from the Lord

God, our Heavenly Father, through our

Lord Jesus Christ, making use of his ser-

vant Joseph and those whom he should

call by revelation as the instruments


