
to carry out the purposes of God upon the 
earth. The priesthood we have received we 
received not of man nor by man, but by 
revelation. And laterly President Young, 
a little before his death, organized all the 
various branches of the Church into Stakes, 
with the officers thereof, carrying out the 
design of God and his revelations to Joseph 
Smith; and placed them upon the founda-
tion that was first laid by Joseph Smith un-
der the immediate revelations of the Lord. 
And God expects it at our hands that we 
magnify our calling, and that we cleave 
unto him as his servants upon whom he has 
conferred this priesthood. He expects it at 
our hands that we shall magnify it, and not 
operate according to our peculiar notions, 
but according to the will and law and guid-
ance and revelations of God in all things 
and under all circumstances; for we are 
here as Jesus was here—not to do our own 
will, but the will of our Heavenly Father 
who has sent us, and who has called us to 
this high calling, and has made us to sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

In accordance with the order of God, 
the Twelve, the Seventies, the High Priests 
and Elders have been abroad among the 
nations of the earth, delivering the testi-
mony which God gave to them, and the 
Spirit and power of God has operated with 
us in our ministrations; and the results 
of these operations and these labors, and 
the faith and the self-abnegation and self-
denial and the desire to do the will of God, 
and the testimonies that have been borne, 
are manifested in the Saints gathered today 
as we are in the valleys of the mountains. 
These things have been brought about 
by the interposition of the Almighty; we  
are, as such dependent upon him today,

and as we ever were in all the days of our 
lives, for guidance, for support, for revela-
tion, for the Spirit of God to guide us that 
we may not make any false steps; but as a 
people we must magnify the Lord our God 
in our hearts and honor him and observe 
his laws and keep his commandments. 
There has quite a change taken place since 
this Gospel was introduced, as the thou-
sands of people who inhabit these valleys 
sufficiently attest. And if we continue to 
progress in faith, in union, in intelligence, 
in virtue, in purity, in knowledge, and es-
pecially in the knowledge of God and in 
the observance of his ordinances, the work 
of the Lord will continue to roll with ten-
fold rapidity. We are just commencing 
our labors, and are just getting ready to 
perform the work that God has laid upon 
our shoulders, and are just commencing 
to perform the work that God intends us 
to accomplish; everything that has been 
prophesied by all the ancient prophets, as 
contained in the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon, and those things predicted by 
Joseph Smith, and every other prophet 
of God, will as surely be fulfilled as we 
are here today, without any faltering, or 
flagging, or hesitation.

We go on and attend to many things. 
Our organizations are very good; but 
we need, I think sometimes, the breath 
of life from God breathing into them all 
through, that the Spirit and power of the 
Most High may be in our midst, and that 
the power and blessings of God that come 
through the ordinances may be in our 
midst, and that the power and blessings  
of God, that come through the ordi- 
nances may be imparted to us; and 
such will be the case if we are faithful in  
the performance of the duties devolving
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