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upon us. It is not with us a question

of what we shall eat, or what we shall

drink, or what kind of houses we shall

live in; it is not a matter of so much im-

portance as it is to be doing the will of

God to have our hearts engaged in his

service, to feel that we are building up

the Zion of the Lord of Hosts, to feel that

we are recognized of the heavens, to feel

that we are associated with the priest-

hood behind the veil who have lived and

operated in time and are now operating

in eternity; for they without us cannot

be made perfect, neither can we without

them be made perfect. We need their as-

sistance from the heavens, and we ought

to seek it all the time.

Let me speak of this not only to the

Twelve, but to the presidents of Stakes

and their counselors, and to all men

holding authority, to seek to God, seek

for wisdom, seek for faith, and learn to

approach God, that we may draw down

blessings from heaven and partake of

that faith which was once delivered to

the Saints. We are trying to do some

things and are doing them pretty well.

Do I wish to find fault? No. Or to cen-

sure anybody? No. But I wish everybody

would so live and act that they would

not censure themselves, that their minds

would not condemn them; for if your own

hearts condemn you, God is greater than

your hearts.

We are doing pretty well. We are

building our Temples, and there is a

laudable spirit manifested in relation to

these things generally. Do all do it?

No. Have all this spirit? No. I wish

they had; but then we would be expect-

ing too much perhaps. But there is a

growing interest in these things, which

I am glad to give the Saints credit for.

And in speaking of our Temples, I sup-

pose there are no less than 500 men en-

gaged today in building Temples in this

Territory. Some people would consider

this quite a tax upon them, and, I may

say, we have some who call themselves

Latter-day Saints who have a little of

this feeling, not much, but a little of

it. But men who feel right, they feel

that they and all they have belong to the

Lord; they feel that they are on hand to

perform the work of God, to build up his

kingdom, to operate with him and with

the holy priesthood, and to prepare Tem-

ples to administer for the living and for

the dead; that we may indeed be not poor

and helpless dolts; but feel that we are

saviors upon Mount Zion, and that the

kingdom is the Lord's.

There is a good feeling manifested

among the brethren and also among the

sisters, who are quite as zealous in most

interests as the brethren are. Notwith-

standing the immense labors we are per-

forming in our building, for we are do-

ing a good deal, we are not unmindful of

other matters. There is constant labor

going on in the Temple at St. George,

with very little intermission, and a corps

of persons steadily engaged administer-

ing in the ordinances of the Lord's House

there; while in these other places, as you

have heard read over, according to the fi-

nancial accounts pertaining to the Tem-

ple being built in Manti and Logan—

there has been expended in a short time

on these two Temples nearly two hun-

dred and fifty thousand dollars. The

brethren have taken hold of it with a

will, and there seems to be a feeling

among many of them to see who shall

do the most, instead of who can do the

least. And notwithstanding this there is

about fifty thousand, I think, in round

numbers, more tithing paid this last

year than there was before these things


