OPENING OF THE LAST DISPENSATION, ETC.

act as our teachers are doing in other re-
spects—teaching their sisters, looking after
the poor and assisting the bishops in the
performance of their labors. And the Relief
Societies which have been organized have
been of very great benefit to the Saints of
God. And I say, God bless the sisters, and
inspire them with more of that heavenly
spirit, that they may assist their husbands
and their brethren and their children—
their sons and their daughters—to pro-
mote correct principles, to stem the tide of
iniquity, and to promulgate virtue, truth
and purity among the Saints of God. And
I would say, it is the duty of the bishops
and presidents of Stakes to assist them all
they can, which I believe they generally do,
to carry out everything that is good and
praiseworthy.

There is another class of people among
us doing a great deal of good; that is our
Mutual Improvement Associations; both
Young Men’s and Young Women’s. How
much more pleasant it is to see our youth
grow up in the fear of God, trying to in-
struct one another in the principles of life
and salvation, than to see them ignore the
laws of God. How pleasing to us! How
pleasing to God and the holy angels! Let
us encourage these things, and instruct our
sons and daughters, that they may grow up
in intelligence, virtue, purity and holiness
before the Lord.

And then we want to study also the
principles of education, and to get the very
best teachers we can to teach our children;
see that they are men and women who fear
God and keep his commandments. We
do not want men or women to teach the
children of the Latter-day Saints who are
not Latter-day Saints themselves. Hear
it, you Elders of Israel and you school-
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trustees! We want none of these things. Let
others who fear not God take their course;
but it is for us to train our children up in
the fear of God. God will hold us respon-
sible for this trust. Hear it, you Elders of
Israel and you fathers and you mothers!
Talking about education, as I said before,
Joseph Smith knew more in regard to the
education than all the philosophers and
scientists of the earth; and he knew it by
the revelations of God. We want to get to-
gether to train our children up in the fear
of God, to teach them correct principles
ourselves, and place them in possession of
such things as will lead them in the paths
of life.

I find it is time for me to quit. I feel
to thank you for your attendance at this
Conference, and for the kind of spirit that
has been manifested here. And to thank
the members of our choir who have made
for us sweet music; and I would say that
our choir is a credit to our Territory and
to our people. And furthermore they are
meeting together for the purpose of culti-
vating the art of music, and that we may be
organized and be more perfect in relation
to these things.

I would like to have said something
about our Sunday Schools. I do not believe
we are behind any people on the face of the
earth in relation to these matters. I am in-
formed by the general Superintendent that
we have 29,000 children attending Sunday
Schools; and I would not be afraid to
say that that is more than attend the
Sunday Schools in all the Territories put
together, outside of Utah. (A voice from
the stand—"“And in half the States.”) Some
one remarks, and in half of the States. I
do not know how that is. But they do say
our children are Utah’s surest and best
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