
which to make them was not yet on hand. 
There were no High Councils, no Bishops’ 
courts, nor quorums of High Priests, 
Elders, Priests, Teachers or Deacons. There 
was no classification of the organization of 
the priesthood as there is today. Neither 
was there any organization of the Stakes of 
Zion, for there was no material of which to 
make them. It was indeed but the shooting 
out of the earth, as it were, of the plant, 
like the mustard seed, which is a small 
plant at first, having but a single stalk; 
and as it rises and receives strength and 
sends down its roots and spreads forth its 
branches, from one branch another grows 
out and shoots forth. And so from day to 
day, and from month to month, and from 
year to year did the Lord reveal through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little and 
there a little, revealing to the people the 
order of the priesthood and the order of 
Zion and her government, her institutions 
and the classification of the priesthood un-
der the two great heads—the Melchizedek 
and the Aaronic or Levitical priesthood, 
with their various subdivisions and quo-
rums. It was not till the year 1835, in the 
month of February, that the quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles and the quorums of the 
Seventies were organized in this Church. 
These were drawn principally from those 
tried men who composed Zion’s camp. 
There was a revelation given in this same 
year showing how a High Council should 
be organized in Kirtland, and shortly 
after another was organized in Missouri; 
and it also defined the laws governing the 
High Council and Stake organizations. At 
first, when the Church was organized on  
the 6th day of April, the general duties 
of the Elders, Priests, Teachers and Dea-

cons were defined in that revelation, giv-
en in that day, known as the articles and 
covenants of the Church. Elder seemed 
to be a generic name embracing all the 
branches of the Melchizedek priesthood, 
from the Elder proper to the Apostle, 
namely the Elders, High Priests (after the 
order of Melchizedek), including High 
Councilors, Seventies, Apostles and First 
Presidency. This also corresponds with 
the language of the Apostle Peter, in his 
exhortation contained in his first gen-
eral epistle: “The elders who are among 
you I exhort, who am also an elder.” Still 
he was an Apostle and was ranked as the 
chief Apostle in his day, holding the keys 
and presidency to bind on the earth and 
loose in heaven; but he ranked himself 
among the Elders, for this term seemed to 
be a general appellation for all classes of the 
Melchizedek priesthood. In a similar man-
ner also the term “priest” was used among 
the Jews under the operation of the law of 
Moses, and subsequently in the Christian 
church for those who officiated in the less-
er or Levitical priesthood; and this term in-
cluded the presiding priest or Bishop who 
was called under the Jewish dispensation 
the Chief or High Priest. But there were 
lesser organizations or subdivisions under 
the term of Priest, Levite, Nethenims, etc.

There is one feature through all the 
organizations of the Church of Christ 
and all the administrations of the people 
of God, and that is: “No man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron.” This declaration 
of the Apostle Paul is borne out by his-
tory both ancient and modern. And the 
same writer says in another place, speak-
ing of those who are called to preach  
the Gospel and of the faith that is be-
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