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gotten in the hearts of the people

through hearing the word of God: "Faith

cometh by hearing, and hearing by the

word of God." But in the new transla-

tion that passage reads: "Faith comes by

hearing the word of God." Another Scrip-

ture reads: "How shall they believe in

him of whom they have not heard? and

how shall they hear without a preacher?

and how shall they preach except they

be sent?" The idea I wish to convey is

this: That all the various offices assigned

to the servants of God in his Church

and Kingdom are assigned to them and

not in and of themselves and of their

own choice, not at their own instance,

but at the instance of the Holy Spirit

manifesting itself through those who are

appointed over them in the Lord, as

Aaron was called to the priesthood, re-

ceiving his appointment by the manifes-

tation of the will of God through Moses,

his brother. There is another princi-

ple in connection with this, laid down

in the revelations of God, namely: that

all things shall be done by common con-

sent. And therefore, where there is a reg-

ularly organized branch of the church,

ordinations to the priesthood shall not

be made without a vote of approval of

said church. Now this must be under-

stood in the spirit in which it was given,

to apply not particularly and specially

to every individual who may be admit-

ted into a quorum of priests, teachers or

deacons, so much as those who may be

called to preside over the people in the

capacity of a Presiding Elder; a bishop

or a bishop's counselor, and also priests,

teachers and deacons, whose labors and

duties may be required in that partic-

ular branch of the Church, they must

be sustained by the votes and prayers

and confidence of the people as well as

by the appointment of those who are

over them in the Lord. And for the same

reason those who officiate in the more

extended spheres, such as presidents of

Stakes, high councilors and all Stake au-

thorities, are put before the people in

their several Stakes in conference as-

sembled, for their approval, their confi-

dence and support; otherwise their ap-

pointment has not the same force and

effect upon the people. In like manner

those who may be selected by the work-

ing of the Holy Spirit through the proper

authorities, to preside over quorums, are

nominated for this calling and are sub-

mitted to the members for their sanction

and confidence. And then come the gen-

eral authorities, who preside over and

minister in the affairs of the Church in

all the earth. These general quorums

are not local, are not limited to any par-

ticular Stake or quorum. Their busi-

ness is to see that the Gospel is preached

to the whole world; to impart counsel

by the spirit of revelation according to

the spirit of their apostleship and call-

ing, as special witnesses and messen-

gers to the world of mankind. These

are the First Presidency, and the Twelve

Apostles and the Seventies, whose call-

ing and duty is to labor under the direc-

tion of the Twelve and bear the gospel

to all nations and to regulate the af-

fairs of the Church in all the world.

These general authorities are therefore

brought before the general conference

assembled, for their approval and for

them to uphold and sustain by their faith

and prayers; and in like manner are

they presented at the several Stake con-

ferences so as to reach the masses of

the people, to insure the confidence and

prayers of the whole people, for whom

they minister, and whose eyes are upon

them, who are criticizing their teach-

ings, their walk and conversation be-


