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no condemnation, comporting ourselves

properly, and seeking earnestly and in

all meekness for the Spirit of God to

dictate our daily course; and yet there

may be a certain time or times in our

life, when we are greatly tried and per-

haps overcome; even if this be so, that is

no reason why we should not try again,

and that, too, with redoubled energy

and determination to accomplish our ob-

ject, There was the Apostle Peter, for

instance, a man valiant for the truth,

and a man who walked before God in

a manner that met with his divine ap-

proval; he told the Savior on a certain oc-

casion that though all men forsook him

he would not. But the Savior, foresee-

ing what would happen, told him that on

that same night, before the cock crowed,

he would deny him thrice, and he did so.

He proved himself unequal for the trial;

but afterwards he gained power, and his

mind was disciplined to that extent that

such trials could not possibly affect him.

And if we could read in detail the life of

Abraham, or the lives of other great and

holy men, we would doubtless find that

their efforts to be righteous were not al-

ways crowned with success. Hence we

should not be discouraged if we should

be overcome in a weak moment; but, on

the contrary, straightway repent of the

error or the wrong we may have commit-

ted, and as far as possible repair it, and

then seek to God for renewed strength to

go on and do better.

Abraham could walk perfectly before

God day after day when he was leaving

his father's house, and he showed evi-

dences of a superior and well disciplined

mind in the course he suggested when

his herdsmen quarreled with the herds-

men of his nephew, Lot. There came a

time in Abraham's life, however, which

must have been very trying; in fact

anything more severe can scarcely be

conceived of; that was when the Lord

called upon him to offer as a sacrifice his

beloved and only son, even him through

whom he expected the fulfillment of the

great promise made him by the Lord; but

throughmanifesting a proper disposition

he was enabled to surmount the trial,

and prove his faith and integrity to God.

It can hardly be supposed that Abraham

inherited such a state of mind from his

idolatrous parents; but it is consistent to

believe that under the blessing of God

he was enabled to acquire it, after go-

ing through a similar warfare with the

flesh as we are, and doubtless being over-

come at times and then overcoming until

he was enabled to stand so severe a test.

"Let this same mind be in you," says the

Apostle Paul, "which was also in Christ

Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,

thought it not robbery to be equal with

God." Now every man that has this ob-

ject before him will purify himself as God

is pure, and try to walk perfectly before

him. We have our little follies and our

weaknesses; we should try to overcome

them as fast as possible, and we should

inculcate this feeling in the hearts of our

children, that the fear of God may grow

up with them from their very youth, and

that they may learn to comport them-

selves properly before him under all cir-

cumstances. If the husband can live

with his wife one day without quarreling

or without treating anyone unkindly or

without grieving the Spirit of God in any

way, that is well so far; he is so far per-

fect. Then let him try to be the same the

next day. But supposing he should fail in

this his next day's attempt? That is no


