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ness of keeping the commandments of 
God. And if we, Latter-day Saints, will live 
near unto him, he will be near unto us. 
And instead of having to call in physicians 
to minister to the members of our families 
when sickness makes its appearance, the 
power of God will be upon us in such rich 
abundance as to enable us to rebuke it from 
our dwellings, and to invoke the blessings of

health to attend us and ours, which was the 
case years ago in the primeval days of the 
Church. If we have lost any of these bless-
ings it is not through any fault in the Lord, 
or that there is less power and efficacy in 
the priesthood we bear, but rather in our 
own lack of faith in the promises made to 
the faithful. Amen.

In some respects I would prefer to sit 
and listen to my brethren speak, and to 
partake in quietude of the spirit of this 
Conference, than I would to speak myself. 
But there is a duty devolving upon me 
I presume, the same as upon my breth-
ren and I desire to the best of my abil-
ity to discharge that duty. The sight of so 
many people, the singing, the speaking of 
our brethren this morning and the spirit  
that I felt when I entered this building 
today almost overpowered me. There is  
an influence, there is a power, there

is a spirit connected with the assembling 
together of a large body of people, such 
as we witness today, that must affect 
those who are sensitive to impressions, 
and especially when one has been absent 
among strangers, to feel that he is home 
among his friends, among a people who 
are his brethren and sisters, whose faith  
is his faith, and who are laboring and 
struggl ing to accomplish the same  
objects that he himself has in his heart. 
I rejoice exceedingly, my brethren and  
sisters, this day in your midst, and I am
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