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thankful for the delightful circum-

stances by which you are surrounded. I

am thankful that the prospects before

you are so promising, so full of hope and

so delightful to contemplate. It is true

we have had sickness, we have had many

deaths, this has been a cause of regret.

But death is unavoidable, and with it

all we are in much better circumstances

and more favorably situated than the

generality of the children of men. The

Latter-day Saints are rapidly becoming

a great and important people. The influ-

ence that attends us is beingmore widely

felt; our power for good is increasing, our

strength, our union and the other quali-

ties that we possess, and which we have

manifested through our career, are be-

ing more recognized every day. It has al-

ways been a favorite idea of mine, that

no single human being who chooses to

exert an influence for good among his

fellow men, ever spoke or ever acted in

vain—without making his influence, his

example, his words, have an effect upon

those with whom he has been brought

in contact. If this be true concerning

an individual, how much more truth is

there in it when applied to an assem-

blage of individuals, and to a community,

to hundreds of communities, to a great

people stretching through these moun-

tains and filling these valleys? We have

not lived in vain. We have not sought

to exhibit lives of temperance, of indus-

try, of frugality, of self-denial, lives of

righteousness with the fear of God be-

fore our eyes, nor have we lived these

lives during the last 49 years, without

the effect being felt, not only upon those

by whom we are surrounded, but by the

world at large. There is something con-

nected with the example of such a people

that elevates men and women from the

slime, from the mire, and from the abject

ruin into which, in too many instances,

they are plunged, to contemplate hu-

manity in its better aspects, humanity in

its noble appearances, with its Godlike

attributes, with its powers for good, its

capability of accomplishing great results.

There is something in the very fact of a

people believing in God in these days of

atheism and utter infidelity that brings

men to serious contemplation. They say

very frequently that it is fanaticism, but

there is something about fanaticism that

is healthy, refreshing, invigorating in its

example, for no man ever accomplished

anything on this earth, without exposing

himself by his actions, his earnestness

and enthusiasm and zeal, to the charge

of fanaticism. I am willing we should be

called fanatics. I have a right to be a fa-

natic if I wish to be, as long as my fanati-

cism does not interfere with the rights

of my fellow man. That is a barrier be-

yond which my fanaticism should not be

allowed to go.

It is refreshing to see a people who

not only believe in God, but who are will-

ing to show their belief by suffering for

his cause—to leave their friends, to leave

their homes, to suffer exile, persecution,

privations, hardships, and even death for

the sake of God, for the sake of religion,

for the sake of principle. What would

life be if it were not for such people and

for such characters? Why, their pecu-

liar lives illume the somber darkness of

ages; they are bright spots in history.

When we look back and recall the men

who have suffered and died for princi-

ple, even if they died wrongfully, we find

something about their heroic lives that

is glorious to contemplate. And when a

whole people can be found, such as are in


