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these mountains, who are capable of

making the sacrifices which they have

made, there is something, as I have said,

in their example and in their lives that

influences men, that impresses them,

and that causes them, whatever their

feelings may be respecting the belief of

these people, to feel a profound and

heartfelt respect for them; for no man or

woman properly constituted ever failed

to respect devotion to principle, moral

courage and the qualities that are exhib-

ited in the lives of the Saints; I therefore

say, we have not lived in vain; we have

not preached in vain; we have not suf-

fered in vain; we have not protested in

vain. The fruits of these labors of ours

which apparently have been so long in

coming, will be reaped in the great har-

vest yet to be reaped upon the earth.

I feel to speak these words of en-

couragement to my brethren and sisters,

many of whom feel probably that their

obscure lives and struggles, their contest

with poverty, their humble and eventful

histories are sometimes of so little value

that they are comparatively worthless in

the earth. I say to the humble strug-

gler, to the man or woman who may be

content with poverty, whose life may be

uneventful in his own estimation, who

may be hidden from the popular sight

and may not figure on the world's stage,

I say to every such person, as a Latter-

day Saint, You have a great and impor-

tant mission to perform, and if you per-

form the duties devolving upon you prop-

erly, your influence will be felt; and in

the days to come, in that great day of God

Almighty, your worth will be fully recog-

nized, and you will shine as a jewel in

the kingdom of our Redeemer.

There is one thing that every par-

ent can do. He can endeavor to

make his sons and daughters better

qualified, better equipped for the great

struggle of life and better able to per-

form their part in this glorious work

that God has established than himself;

that is one thing the parents of the ris-

ing generation of these mountains can

do. I have never felt as I do today,

and as I have recently, of the great im-

portance of our training and educating

our children to the greatest and best ad-

vantage, that nothing shall be left un-

done on our part to prepare them for the

great work which they have to perform.

This is a labor that we can accomplish.

It does not depend so much upon the

knowledge of books; a great many people

imagine that only books are necessary

for education; but the man is best edu-

cated, in my opinion, who has thought

the most, and that correctly. So far as

theology is concerned, we have been able,

by the blessing of God, the light of the

Holy Ghost, and the power of truth, to

go forth unlearned, illiterate, and un-

prepared, so far as worldly education is

concerned, and by virtue of the knowl-

edge that comes down from above, the

elders of this Church have gone forth

and met the world of Christendom. I

do not speak in vanity, nor in the spirit

of boasting when I say they have never

been vanquished. The learned, the ed-

ucated, the professed theologians when

they have met the elders of this Church

with the Bible in their hands, have been

compelled to retreat before the power of

truth proclaimed by uneducated but in-

spired men. Is our mission accomplished

by having done this? I feel that we as a

people are only on the threshold of the

great work that lies before us. We have

an immense field of labor stretched out

before us. When you look ahead and try


