
dance with this sentence, St. John was 
made the happy recipient of the most 
wonderful visions of things to come to 
pass in the future history of the world. 
Enwrapped in heavenly vision he beheld, 
among other important matters, an “an-
gel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every na-
tion, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
Saying with a loud voice, “Fear God, and 
give glory to him; for the hour of his judg-
ment is come,” and then the words of our 
text, “and worship him that made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters.” Thus then we find this text 
was the enunciation of an angel; and as 
the time when this angel was to come is 
plainly shown to be at a most important 
crisis of the world’s history, “the hour of 
God’s judgment,” it may well be supposed 
he did not waste time in poetic fancy or 
simply the elegant rounding of periods, 
but that every word he uttered carried with 
it a depth of meaning, and was in every 
way calculated to impress those to whom 
he was sent, with the importance of his 
message. What then was his reason for us-
ing this particular language? Why did he 
not close without uttering the last words? 
Or why did he not call the attention of 
earth’s inhabitants to some other peculiar-
ity of the Divine greatness? First because it 
is customary with the Lord and his angelic 
messengers to generally give some reason 
for the requirements made by them; God 
is ever willing to show his children why 
we should obey his commands; we find 
his doctrines reasonable, his requirements 
reasonable, and his revelations reasonable; 
hence the angel added by way of reason- 
able argument, “and worship him that

made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of waters.” But why did he 
not call attention to some of the great 
things in the unseen world; why not refer 
to the hosts of heaven or the majestic glory 
of God, as he sat upon his throne; or any 
others of the numerous existences that cre-
ate joy or wonder “behind the veil?” No 
doubt, because the angel could see pro-
phetically that when the time should ar-
rive for him to deliver his heavenly mes-
sage, at the hour of God’s judgment, the 
whole world would have reached what 
may be called a scientific age, an epoch of 
“Materialism,” a time when the universal 
scientific thought would be centered on 
that which was material in its character; 
and that people would be more devoted 
to searching out the matters of the visible 
world, than the hidden mysteries that lay 
beyond the veil. Hence he called attention 
to the things which were most engrossing 
their thoughts. He saw that men would 
reach, as they have done, some conclu-
sions concerning the planetary bodies, and 
establish some theories, the correctness of 
which has in certain instances been proved, 
as particularly shown in the precision with 
which eclipses are predicted, that frequent-
ly occur within a minute, and even a few 
seconds of the time designated. Although 
men have discovered comparatively little 
with regard to such matters, and even in 
our own solar system are at a loss in some 
things, still enough has been discovered to 
create wonderment and inquiry as to the 
origin of the worlds that “roll upon their 
wings” in the firmament, and I believe I 
shall be endorsed by the highest scientific 
authorities when I say that they acknowl-
edge the existence of a master intelli-
gence that organizes, sustains and controls
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