212 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

—— () E—

DEFINITE IDEAS CONCERNING GOD—HOW TO WORSHIP HIM
ACCEPTABLY—RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL—
ITS PREPARATORY MISSION
REMARKS BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 25, 1879
Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs

I have listened with a great deal of plea-
sure, my brethren and sisters, to the re-
marks of Elders Stayner. There are a great
many arguments which might be adduced
from the material universe to establish
the fact that a divine hand has formed the
worlds; and I think there are few people,
even in this skeptical age, who altogether
repudiate the idea of a grand Creator of the
universe. This is called an age of infidelity.
It is a fact that there is very little real faith
in God upon the earth. There is very little
knowledge concerning God in the world,
and there are some people who altogeth-
er repudiate the idea of the existence of a
God; but I believe they are in number very
few indeed. But while there are few who
entirely reject the existence of Deity, there
are a great number of people in the world
who have no definite idea concerning God,
concerning his ways, his dealings with
mankind, or concerning the right manner
of worshipping him and of learning from
him.

In the text which Elder Stayner
has read this afternoon, and from
which he has made some very ex-
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cellent remarks, the command is given
“to worship him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters.” In the explanation which has
been given to us it has been made clear
that the words which have been read in
our hearing were to be uttered by an angel
of God; they were to be spoken at a pe-
riod in the world’s history, some time in
the future of the day in which the Apostle
John saw the vision referred to. In the 4th
chapter of the same book (Revelation),
and the first verse, you will find that hav-
ing seen a number of events portrayed
before his mind, John says: “After this I
looked, and, behold, a door was opened
in heaven: and the first voice which I
heard was as it were of a trumpet talking
with me; which said, Come up hither,
and I will shew thee things which must
be hereafter.” All we read in that Book
of Revelation, after the first verse of the
4th chapter, describes events to transpire
after these things were seen. And if we
take the trouble to read the whole of that
book, we will find that John was shown
the dealings of God with man, age after
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