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been fulfilled. Let us look at this for

a moment and see whether it has or

not. Who were Isaac and Jacob? Did

they have communication with God? Yes.

How did they obtain it? Through the

medium of the Gospel and through the

promises made to their father Abraham.

And when Israel was in Egypt who deliv-

ered them? Moses. And who was Moses?

A descendant of Abraham. Did he lead

the people out of Egyptian bondage? Yes;

God manifested his power in their be-

half. Did Moses have the Gospel? Yes,

and so did Abraham. The Apostle Paul

says, in his epistle to the Galatians, "that

God foreseeing that he would justify the

heathen through faith, preached before

the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In

thee shall all nations be blessed." The

Israelites had the Gospel preached to

them in the wilderness; but, as the Apos-

tle says in speaking of them, "The word

preached did not profit them, not being

mixed with faith in them that heard it."

But Moses did lead some of them into the

presence of God—those who were pre-

pared to receive it; the others, when they

heard the thunders and saw the light-

ning and heard the voice of God, they

said unto Moses, "Speak thou unto us

and we will hear; but let not God speak

with us, lest we die;" we are not prepared

for this glory, for this kind of manifesta-

tion which has been given unto us.

Well, they were foolish; they de-

parted from correct principles, they vio-

lated the laws of God and therefore in-

curred his displeasure, and his Spirit

was withdrawn from them, and the

Gospel was taken from them and they

were left under a law of carnal com-

mandments, and the law was given them

as a schoolmaster, we are told, un-

til Christ came. And what did Christ

do? He restored the fulness of the

Gospel that they had forfeited, because

of their former transgressions. What

next? We go to the promise made to

Abraham, which was that in him and

in his seed all the families of the earth

should be blessed. Moses, as I have

said was of his seed, and he was the

deliverer of the whole of that nation.

And who were the prophets that ex-

isted among ancient Israel? They were

descendants of Abraham; and to them

came the word of God and the light of

revelation. Who was Jesus? After the

flesh of the seed of Abraham. Who were

his Twelve Apostles? Of the seed of

Abraham. Who were the people that

came to this continent—Lehi and his

family, about 600 years B.C.? Of the

seed of Abraham. Who were the Apos-

tles they had among them that spread

forth among the millions that then lived

upon this continent? Of the seed of Abra-

ham. Who was Joseph Smith? Of the

seed of Abraham; and he, we are told,

was to be the son of Joseph, and should

himself be called Joseph. And he was

raised up for what purpose? To injure

or destroy mankind? No; but to bring

life and immortality to light through the

Gospel. He, like other prominent men of

God, came in the fulness of times to do

the work which the Lord had appointed

unto him, being called of God and taught

of God; and being thus taught he pos-

sessed an intelligence second to none on

the earth. He introduced principles, that

no philosopher, or scientist, or all the

wisdom of this world combined was capa-

ble of developing; neither was it possible

for anybody to bring to light such prin-

ciples, unless through the revelations

of God—principles of truth, principles

of intelligence, principles which affect


