
adopt them and practice them in our lives, 
will enable us to attain to this exalted po-
sition and power? These brethren have 
told you that they are made manifest in 
the teachings of the elders of Israel. How 
do we know this? Ministers of other de-
nominations will tell us that they have 
the truth, the way and the life; that they 
preach the Gospel, the word of God to the 
people. But they propose different plans, 
teach different systems. One will teach us 
one system, another a different one. If you 
go into the old country especially you will 
hear it upon the streets, “Only believe in 
Jesus and you are saved.” Other systems 
hold that it is all free will and all free grace 
on the part of God and ourselves. Another 
sums up the doctrine in this form: “You 
will and you won’t, you shall and you 
shan’t, you will be damned if you do, you 
will be damned if you don’t. It makes no 
difference on the part of the individual 
what he thinks or believes, so far as apper-
tains to his salvation.”

Why this difference in the religious 
world? God is not the author of confu-
sion, or of conflicting doctrine and prin-
ciples. Go into the scientific world, if 
you please, and range through the field 
of exact sciences, and what do you find 
there? If I were to ask the enlightened 
people of all nations what is the product 
of 2 multiplied by 2, they would all tell 
me 4. Why? Because the answer is under-
stood to be correct; they have been taught 
it and they have demonstrated it in the 
practical operations of life. There is no 
dispute, then, that 2 and 2 are 4 the world 
over. Why this universal declaration of 
this one truth? Is it not because all have 
been taught a correct principle? That they  
have all been taught the same doctrine,

and that those who have taught them have 
been inspired by the same sentiment, the 
same truth? But suppose I should find 
some who were teaching that 2 and 2 are 
3, or that 2 and 2 are 6; I would at once 
say, Some of you are wrong, all cannot be 
right, certainly not. What would be the 
conclusion in our minds? That some had 
been taught imperfectly; that those who 
had been taught that 2 and 2 were 3, or 
5, had been instructed by teachers who did 
not understand the principles they essayed 
to advance. And the conclusion would be 
correctly drawn that there were systems of 
error being taught, and that all were in er-
ror except those who proclaimed the doc-
trine that 2 and 2 are 4. This figure of 2 
and 2 are 4—3-6, may be appropriately 
applied to the teachings of the religious 
world; for we find one class who profess to 
be the teachers sent of God, who declare 
to us one set of principles, another class 
who declare another set of principles, or 
doctrine, diametrically opposed to the first; 
we find a third opposite to both; and con-
tinuing our research until we traverse the 
entire globe, we find that there are several 
hundred different denominations profess-
ing to worship God according to his laws, 
all differing more or less in their doctrines, 
discipline and forms of worship. There be-
ing but one Lord, one faith, and one bap-
tism, we discover that some have been and 
are teaching a doctrine that 2 and 2 are 
some number other than 4. That some are 
preaching something that is not “the pow-
er of God unto salvation,” but a system 
embracing the doctrines and precepts of  
men. Such a system is devoid of the  
power of God, and is not that system 
which will bring salvation to the human
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