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speak of themselves. For know ye that

if the promise be not fulfilled to you,

the Lord speaks not by them or by any-

one else. If a promise has been made

by the Great Jehovah to the children of

men upon certain conditions, and those

conditions be performed upon their part

and the promise be not realized, then

know ye that the God of heaven never

made that promise. But said Christ,

they did not believe him in his day. And

they asked him how they should know

whether the things he taught were true

or not. He told them to do the things

which he commanded. And you, my

friends, can know in no other way. This

is a practical work. Is there no the-

ory about the Gospel? Yes; but the

theory is worth no more than the the-

ory of anything else; it is the practi-

cal part we want, that which brings

benefit and blessing; that which comes

like the old Yankee to the man who fell

from his horse and broke his leg. Said

some of the spectators who had gathered

around, I am very sorry for this man, he

has a large family and their only sup-

port will now be taken away from them.

The old Yankee, it will be remembered,

said, I am sorry for him just ten dol-

lars, how much are the rest of you sorry;

and handed over the money. That ten

dollars was worth more to the injured

man than all the sympathy in the uni-

verse. And if the Gospel does not come

with blessing and benefit, with intelli-

gence, power and exaltation to the hu-

man family, it is of no practical bene-

fit; and if of no permanent benefit it

is not worth our time to meddle with.

So the Latter-day Saints may feel sorry

for the poor people in England, whose

deplorable condition has been described

to us this afternoon by the brethren

who have just returned from missions

to that country; but if they do not

put their hands in their pockets and as-

sist them to the extent of their means

their sympathy will not amount to a hill

of beans. The Savior gave and observed

this form of doctrine, and if he taught not

a correct system let us do away with it

altogether; for if he is not the author of

our salvation, who is? There is no name

given under heaven whereby man must

be saved but the name of Jesus Christ,

and if we do not preach the form of doc-

trine he taught where shall we find it?

What is the promised result of obedi-

ence to this counsel of Peter ? "You shall

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." What

shall be the result of the reception of

that spirit? Christ told his disciples that

it should bring all things whatsoever he

had said to them to their remembrance.

And was it to bring to memory only the

things which had been heard? Or was it

to reach back into the vista of the past

and unfold to us some knowledge of our

pre-existent state? Why not, since the

spirit comprehends from the beginning

to the end? But is that all it was to

do? He also said that it should lead us

into all truth. Then we have the great

teacher who teaches by the spirit of rev-

elation that 2 and 2 are 4 in every part of

the known world, and to all people. You

have the same teacher now that taught

you in England or Russia or China or

America, or wherever the human family

exists, that spirit will lead you into all

truth; and if we are in possession of that

spirit we will be taught the same doc-

trine and the same principle and will all

tend according to our faithfulness to the

same degree of exaltation. Thus shall

you know that God lives, thus shall you

know that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God. And this by the revelation of that

spirit which shall lead and guide you into


