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experiences that our testimony is true;

that the principles we have embraced

are true; that they have verified them-

selves in our experiences and verified

the promise made by our Redeemer in

the declaration to his disciples: "And

ye shall know the truth, and the truth

shall make you free." "If the Son there-

fore shall make you free, ye shall be free

indeed." Our principles are simple; they

are perspicuous; they are clear; they are

self-evident: they become self-evident to

every mind capable of perceiving the re-

lation which these principles bear to our

conditions of life, including the physical

and mental.

The plan of human redemption,

which we call the Gospel of the Son of

God, is composed of principles and doc-

trines that are pure, that are in per-

fect harmony with every want of our na-

tures, with every rightful desire, with ev-

ery legitimate unfoldment of our being,

physical or mental, material or spiritual,

whichever terms we choose to select to

express the materiality or spirituality of

our being. I repeat, that the Gospel of

the Son of God contains every provision

and is enriched with every quality, is en-

dowed with every element necessary to

the perfect enjoyment of all the powers

of man and of all the capacity with which

he is endowed for the development of his

power and intelligence.

In speaking upon this subject, my

brethren and sisters, we are led to

the further consideration of the eter-

nity of our being; we are conducted

thereby into premises which spread

out on the right and on the left;

we are guided in our reflections un-

der the inspiration of principle—for ev-

ery truth possesses its own principle

of life, its own quality of power, its

own characteristic energy, and when-

ever that truth is received by a sentient

being, by a conscious being, by a being

possessed of consciousness of the qual-

ity of the ego feeling, and when the com-

plement of his intellectual faculties are

not impaired; when they are awakened

to a beautiful exercise by the laws of

thought, by the force of principle, by the

impress of objects, and when the man is

awakened as a thinking intellectual be-

ing, he is unavoidably open to receive a

portion of the inspiration which they in-

herit; and the more advanced he is, the

more elevated he becomes in the plane

of intelligence, the greater will be his

susceptibility and capability to receive

of that inspiration; and the more he in-

dulges in the contemplation of the higher

and loftier aims of life, the more value

he attaches to every principle of morality

and virtue, to every principle of revela-

tion from God, to truth of every kind and

more especially those truths that have

an immediate bearing upon his present

condition, as well as those truths which

affect his future state.

There is much of the knowledge that

has been conferred upon the family of

man, there is much of that intelligence

and understanding which man has been

brought into possession of that we can-

not use immediately in regulating our af-

fairs socially, or in any other work in the

structure of society. But the principles

to which I am now directing your atten-

tion; the principles of the Gospel of Je-

sus Christ, are fundamental principles;

they are cardinal elements, they are the

foundation stones, if you please, of the

great superstructure of humanity; they

reach the fundamental conditions of its

being; they possess the virtue of delv-

ing down into the most intricate recesses

of our natures and of causing to well up


