
THE GOSPEL AS PREACHED BY THE SAINTS, ETC. 241

the 19th century! Are we able to extri-

cate ourselves from these thoughts, from

this dwarfed condition of ideas? No, I

fear not. And is it not as true today as

it ever has been, that whenever an in-

dividual or a community of individuals

introduce into the world any principle

or doctrine which they conceive to be in

the most perfect accord with the princi-

ples of truth already revealed, they are

sure to be met with the same old cry;

the same weapons of warfare that are

strewn around over the battle grounds

of the ages are eagerly clutched by some

of the sturdy veterans who will grab at

anything—infidel, skeptic, heterodox, fa-

natic, immoral, and it matters not what

the odium attached to such words may

be, as long as they think they can be used

to arrest the progress of truth, of princi-

ple, of doctrine which has not been incor-

porated in their views.

We talk about our progressive en-

lightenment; we talk of our advancing

intelligence; we speak eloquently of the

march of intellect, and yet we are free to

condemn every effort that is made by the

world's most staunch advocate of human

progress, in feeling after the foundation

of society, in feeling after the founda-

tion of faith, in seeking to determine the

soundness or the unsoundness of prin-

ciples, and if we discover that our fa-

thers ate sour grapes, and we their chil-

dren have had our teeth set on edge,

we wish to administer some panacea

to remove the difficulty, to change the

elements that are sapping the founda-

tion of that society which we are try-

ing to build up, and supply its place

with elements of a homogeneous tex-

ture, of a more durable fiber, and re-

construct it upon the basis developed by

the principles of the everlasting gospel,

which brings life and immortality to

light, and we are confronted with the

cry of "fools," "fanatics" and a very great

number of uncomplimentary terms. But

I have long ago, my friends, come to the

conclusion that there is a great deal said

when there is a very little meaning to be

drawn from what has been said in rela-

tion to these men. They are "as sounding

brass or a tinkling cymbal."

We, as Latter-day Saints, have em-

braced the Gospel of Jesus Christ. What

is that Gospel? It is faith in God; it is

an avowed confession of the existence of

a Deity, that there is a supreme intel-

ligence that not only governs, but built

the universe, the great architect of the

heavens. We believe in his existence;

that he is a rewarder of all them that

diligently seek him. We believe in the

Lord Jesus Christ, his only begotten son,

who came into the world in the merid-

ian of time to announce the message of

mercy, who proclaimed principles of eter-

nal truth, who made known the con-

ditions whereby mankind could attain

salvation, could elevate himself by the

means provided in this great scheme

of man's redemption from his low es-

tate, that he might ascend the ladder

that Jacob saw, having its feet placed

upon the earth and its top reaching to

heaven, whereby he might climb round

after round, receiving line upon line, pre-

cept upon precept, here a little and there

a little, until he shall become a perfect

man in Christ Jesus our Lord. We be-

lieve then in Jesus Christ as the Sav-

ior of the world. We believe in the

gospel he received and the principles

of that gospel which have been handed

down to us by Matthew, Mark, Luke and

John, the four historians who compiled

the history of his ministry and recorded


