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the principles he taught. We believe

them to be eternal truth; we believe

them to be essential to the salvation

of mankind. We believe in repentance

of all past sins; a genuine and sincere

repentance—not a professed repentance,

but a repentance which need not to be

repented of; a repentance which brings

forth fruits meet for repentance, namely

a forsaking of sin, a forsaking of every

evil habit of which we have a knowledge

of their being evil, turning away there-

from and seeking to the Lord our God

with full purpose of heart, adorning our

lives with his doctrine, with his sacred

precepts and principles, believing that

"the fear of the Lord is the beginning of

wisdom; and before honor is humility."

We believe in baptism for the remission

of sins and in the laying on of hands for

the reception of the Holy Ghost.

Now, we believe all this and much

more. Our doctrines have been before

the world for many years. Our Church

works contain a very full and clear ex-

position of our views in relation to our

faith, in relation to our principles af-

fecting our life here and hereafter, and

yet we discover, my friends, that we

are unpopular, that we are not to be

included among the Christian elements

of society; we are considered Pagans,

heathens, outlaws, barbarians, an im-

moral and reprobate race. And let me

ask, how was it in the days of Jesus,

this great prototype of human perfection,

this great master-teacher of the purest

of all truth? Our Christian ministers

today speak eloquently from the pulpit

to their congregations, telling them that

there is no name given under heaven

whereby man can be saved but the name

of Jesus; and yet when men go forth as

our Elders do, declaring in all soberness

that they have the message of life and

salvation revealed from the heavens,

which is the power of God unto salva-

tion to all that believe and obey, and

ask these men permission to preach to

them and their people the Gospel of the

meek and lowly Jesus, this same once

despised Nazarene, in their pulpits or

lecture platforms, and they at once ex-

press themselves fearful least we should

inoculate them with this dreadful conta-

gion. What do we preach? The selfsame

principles that Jesus taught. We do not

take it as expressive of a high and lofty

mind to be combative, to court discus-

sion, but we are at the defiance of the

unbelieving world to prove one principle

of our fundamental doctrines, revealed

to us in this age by Joseph Smith, or by

Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world,

that is not in perfect harmony with the

highest conceptions and the most pure

natures the world ever had, and is not

in perfect consonance with the declara-

tions of holy writ. We have had men con-

tradict us, we have had people tell us

that we are duped and led astray, but

their simple assertions are of no weight

or value unsupported by legitimate argu-

ment. Our doctrines are biblically pure,

they are doctrinally sound according to

the embodiment of divinity contained in

this most ancient of books, called the

Bible; not only our first principles, but all

other principles pertaining to it, includ-

ing our social institutions, which is the

great bone of contention with the moral-

ists of our day. I dare not permit myself

to talk upon this question at the present

time. I am so thoroughly disgusted with

the rottenness and the canting hypocrisy

of society, and with the infidelity of its so-

cial relations, and with the entire degen-

eracy of the morality of our age, to talk


