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the reading of these passages of Scrip-

ture that you have heard, that innocent

blood—the blood of the servants of God,

of the prophets, of the wise men, of the

scribes, all those who have the testimony

of Jesus, who are the bearers of the word

of God—when shed wickedly, remains as

a heavy debt to be atoned for at some pe-

riod by the inhabitants of the earth. Also

that in the days of John the Revelator,

one of the apostles of the Lord, in the

visions which he saw it was made man-

ifest that there were yet more lives to

be offered up for the cause of truth be-

fore the blood that had been shed could

be avenged upon those that dwelt upon

earth. It doubtless seemed strange to

the inhabitants of Jerusalem when Je-

sus said unto them that all the righteous

blood that had been shed in past gener-

ations from the blood of righteous Abel

to Zacharias, son of Barachias, should

be required of that generation. There

were reasons for this which he well un-

derstood. There are reasons existing

now and that will continue to exist and

operate, why the blood of those who

have been slain for the word of God and

the testimony of Jesus in ancient days,

should be avenged upon some generation

in the future, from the time that John

spake and wrote the revelation he had

received. Jesus said when he was upon

the earth: "And this is the condemna-

tion, that light is come into the world,

and men love darkness rather than

light." They were held to a strict account-

ability after light was revealed. The gen-

eration in which he lived were held to a

stricter accountability than any preced-

ing generation, because he himself, the

Son of God, was in their midst, perform-

ing mighty works, preaching the Gospel

of the kingdom in its purity and in

its power, and communicating unto them

the mind and will of heaven. Every gen-

eration who have the privilege of hear-

ing the pure Gospel of Jesus preached in

its fulness are held to a similar account-

ability. Their position is different to that

of the generations who do not have that

privilege. The generations that inter-

vened between the time that Zacharias

lived and the coming of the Son of Man in

the flesh, were not held to the same strict

accountability as the cotemporaries of

the Savior. Why was this? Because

they did not have the truth in its ful-

ness revealed unto them; they did not

have the prophets and apostles and righ-

teous men in their midst to communi-

cate unto them the will of heaven, as

the generations in which the Savior lived

had; and for the same reason the gen-

erations that have lived since the death

of the Savior, and since the visions that

John the Revelator had, are not held

to the same accountability as this gen-

eration, unto whom the fulness of the

everlasting Gospel has been revealed.

When God communicates his mind and

will unto his children by the medium

of angels, by the medium of prophets,

by the medium of holy men whom he

has raised up, those who hear that tes-

timony, those unto whom that message

is communicated, are held to a strict ac-

countability to obey the same or be held

in great condemnation for their rejection

of it. If you will read the history of God's

ways of dealing with the children of men

throughout all ages, you will find that

it is invariably the case that judgments

and calamities, the fiery indignation of

the Almighty, always follow the rejec-

tion of his truth, when that truth is pro-

claimed by his authorized servants, such

as are apostles and prophets. If Nineveh


