
minister in the ordinances of God—that 
priesthood shall never be taken from 
the earth. Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
David Patten and other martyrs may fall, 
Brother Joseph Standing among the rest, 
their blood may be shed, and the blood of 
others yet living may yet be shed to con-
firm the testimony that has been borne, 
but though this is the case, there is this to 
console us who live, to console us in con-
templating the future for ourselves and our 
posterity after us, and it is that there is no 
power on earth, nor in hell that can destroy 
the church that God has established, nor 
obliterate the priesthood from the earth 
again as it was obliterated in ancient days. 
It was necessary when this Church was 
started that angels should come to restore 
that which was taken away, the everlasting 
priesthood, but there will be no future ne-
cessity for this. We are at the threshold of a 
thousand years of peace, we are engaged in 
laying the foundation of that work which 
shall stand forever, not only the thousand 
years but as long as time shall last and as 
long as the earth itself shall endure. This 
is the consolation we have that our prede-
cessors did not have, and we can rejoice in 
the contemplation of the glorious future 
of this work. As for Brother Standing, no 
hero could wish to die a more glorious 
death than his. He will be crowned among 
the glorious army of martyrs, as one  
who was willing to lay down his life for 
the truth without shrinking, without fear, 
without faltering when the time came.  
He has borne a noble and untiring tes-
timony all the time to the truth of God, 
and there is in store for him a glorious 
crown along with those who have been

alike faithful in this work.
That his companion, Elder Rudger 

Clawson is alive and in our midst to-
day, is due to the wonderful providence 
of God. My belief has been that had the 
mob commenced their whipping they 
would both have been killed. The death of 
Brother Standing doubtless saved Brother 
Clawson’s life.

I pray God the Father to comfort your 
hearts, to pour out the spirit of consola-
tion and peace upon the family and upon 
all the friends of the deceased. I pray for 
his enemies and for those who have shed 
his blood. I would not do them any harm 
if I could. There is not in my bosom, 
nor should there be in the bosoms of the 
Latter-day Saints who have the true spirit 
of the Gospel resting upon them, a feeling 
to revenge. We ought to be and I think we 
are, far uplifted above such feelings, and if 
we do not have we should have the feel-
ing which Jesus had when he was upon 
the cross and led him to say, “Father, 
forgive them; they know not what they 
do.” They had treated him with the great-
est ignominy, treated him as if he had 
committed the greatest crime, but in his 
dying hour he could implore the bless-
ing of his Father upon them. And so we 
may upon those who seek to destroy this 
work. They think they are doing God ser-
vice; they are actuated by a spirit of which 
they know nothing. They are to be pitied, 
they are to be mourned over, and the day 
will come when, as we comprehend the 
sufferings of those who did these deeds, 
our souls will swell with pity and com-
passion and sorrow for their wretched 
condition. I pray that the Spirit of the 
Gospel may rest down upon all of us,
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