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about putting me in prison because I

chose to decline to betray a trust commit-

ted to me by this people, and turn over

to them certain properties entrusted to

my care. I said, You may take me to

prison, gentlemen; I am ready, but I am

not ready to forsake my principles, I am

not ready to betray my people, I am not

going to barter away my honor nor the

things that God has communicated to me

and that his people have vested in my

hands. I can afford to go to prison if you

can afford to send me there; I can stand

it if you can. These are my feelings.

The same feeling exists in our midst

that laid that young man low. Men

may clamor for our property; they may

clamor for our blood just as much as

men have at any other time: but in

the name of Israel's God Zion will go

on and prosper; the principles of truth

will prevail; the things that God has

committed to us we will bear off tri-

umphantly, God being our helper, and

there is no power in this land, nor in

any other land, nor on this side of hell

nor in hell itself that can prevent it.

If we will cleave to God and do our

duty and purge ourselves from unrigh-

teousness and live our religion and keep

His commandments, Zion will arise and

shine, and the glory of God will rest upon

her. And when this nation and other na-

tions shall crumble to pieces, Zion and

the glory thereof will extend from na-

tion to nation, and it will continue to

spread and grow until the kingdoms of

this world shall become the kingdoms of

our God and his Christ, and every crea-

ture in heaven and on the earth will

be heard to say, Blessing and glory and

honor and praise and power, and might

and majesty and dominion be ascribed to

Him that sits upon the throne, and to

the Lamb forever. In God is our trust.

He will sustain his Israel. Our course

is onward; and purity, virtue, truth, in-

tegrity, the laws of God and equality

to all men is our motto, and protection

to every honest man under all circum-

stances. We are friends of God and the

friends of humanity. Like Brother Can-

non, I do not mourn over the departed

dead. He has gone to associate among

an honorable band who dared during

their lifetime to do their duty, and who

battled valiantly for the cause of truth.

Here is Brother Rudger Clawson, who

was with Brother Standing when he was

shot. The mob threatened his life and

leveled their guns to take it. He calmly

folded his arms and looking his adver-

saries in the face told them to shoot. But

they did not do it. God preserved him,

that's all. Here is Brother John Mor-

gan, who has labored and traveled ex-

tensively in that region of country. He

and Brother Standing as one of his co-

laborers had preached the Gospel and

succeeded in baptizing a number of peo-

ple. This had aroused the feeling of op-

position in the hearts of some, and the

reason they were opposed to these things

was because people believed the Gospel,

and they did not want them to. That's

all. Did they hurt anybody? No. Are

they honorable men? Yes. Did either of

them interfere with the rights or privi-

leges of anyone? No. For what then was

this youngman killed? Because he dared

to believe in God, and dared to proclaim

that God had revealed himself in these

latter days as he did in former days. Be-

cause he dared to tell the people to re-

pent of their sins and be baptized for

the remission of them, promising all that

would do so that they should receive the

Holy Ghost. What a great crime for him

to die for! That is what I am sorry for.


