264

sum of sixty dollars of City money to apply
on the interest then due on the money he
advanced for the purchase of the land—the
money we sent to him was the proceeds
of City lots which we sold at five dollars
each, which about paid the expense of sur-
veying and recording, leaving a small part
of pay for President Young. It was under-
stood that he was to have his pay some-
time. I think I sent down a small amount
of money another time, but the amount
I do not now remember. I laid this mat-
ter before the City Council, stating to that
body how President Young looked at it,
and I told them I thought it quite right
and proper that President Young should
have his pay, but that I disliked very much
to give up the square; but, I said, seeing
that President Young intended to make of
it an ornamental square, I would consent;
without the other consideration I was in
favor of sending a committee to wait on
President Young to ascertain how much
he paid for the land previously owned by
Father Bingham, and refund him the mon-
ey with ten percent interest. I requested
the Council to appoint such a committee;
but some differed from me, while a few, I
believe, favored my suggestion. We agreed,
however, seeing that President Young had
advanced the means to buy the location of
our city, and actually purchased and pos-
sessed it, which probably no other man
but he could have done, and that he had
requested the City to deed him the square
in payment of his claim, and that he had
proposed to beautify it for the benefit of
the public, we concluded to deed him the
square; and when the time of filing the
land came, which was shortly afterwards,
President Young filed upon the square and
got his deed for it.
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I will here take occasion to remark that
when I gave this explanation at our Caucus
meeting lately held in Ogden, that a gen-
tleman, an editor from the East, afterwards
spoke to me about it, and in telling you
what he thought about the matter will il-
lustrate my feelings in regard to it. He
said—that is before this land jumping—
I think that you did nothing more than
right, I think President Young has done
enough for this people, and he richly de-
served that square, and you would not have
exceeded fairness to have given him more
than that ten acres for the 160 acres which
you say he purchased and turned over to
the city for city purposes.

President Taylor then resumed, the
stand. Some people will say “Oh, don’t
talk about it.” I think a full, free talk is fre-
quently of great use; we want nothing se-
cret nor underhanded, and for one I want
no association with things that cannot be
talked about and will not bear investiga-
tion. I wanted to hear Brother Farr’s state-
ment about this affair, and I wanted you to
hear it, because out of such things, unless
properly understood, a great many mis-
understandings arise. I have heard it stat-
ed that President Young had exacted too
much in getting possession of this ten acre
square; I wonder now if any of you spec-
ulating men had owned this 160 acres of
land in this locality if you would have been
satisfied to take ten acres of this swampy
land for it? There is no decent man any-
where that would object to anything of that
kind, neither Jew, Gentile, or Mormon,
and such unpleasantness frequently arises
from a miscomprehension of affairs.
Had President Young, because he was
President of the Church, no right to have
pay for that which belonged to him? And
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