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just as much right to lands surveyed and

owned by them upwards of twenty years

ago, as the Gentiles to receive a free gift.

I do not know why this kind of feeling

should exist, and therefore I speak of it.

We are all one, or ought to be; and there-

fore I speak of these things as they have

been presented to me. Is there anything

wrong in that? Again, here the Seven-

ties, I understand, have given a large

hall over to the city. Anything wrong in

that? No, not if they felt able to do so. I

would not think it very good policy, how-

ever, to give such a hall away and then

be left without any place to meet in. But

then it belonged to them and they have

done it, and who cares? I don't. But if

the city has got things of that kind from

the Seventies, if they have done an act of

that kind, why not the city turn around

and be a little generous? Can't the city

be as generous and kind? Who are the

city? I suppose you are, along with a

few outsiders. Brother Richards men-

tioned to me, as Trustee-in-Trust, that

there were five acres of land here, join-

ing the schoolhouse, in the lane, saying,

"We would like to get it, for we wish to

use it for the purposes of a high school or

academy." I said, "I will mention it to the

brethren of the Council." We have since

turned it over. Whose business is it? The

city is not injured, and the Church is not.

I mention these things that we may have

a proper understanding of them, and not

be found talking about things we do not

understand. I feel very liberal towards

the liberal class of Gentiles; but do I feel

liberal in my feelings to every miserable

"unprincipledman?" No. But to the good,

and virtuous, and upright everywhere.

What was our message to the

world? Salvation. What was the promise

to Abraham? "In thee and in thy seed

shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed," not cursed. The priesthood of

God was not given to curse men or de-

stroy them, but to bless them.

Again, we are told to go and preach

the Gospel to every creature; and there

is a great deal of pains being taken to do

this. What is it? The Gospel of life and

salvation. Is it free to all? Yes, free as

the streams that pass your city, and all

are invited. Some do not like it. What

of that? We cannot help that; we are go-

ing to perform the work that God has set

us at, and we will treat all men right.

When they come here, as strangers in

our midst, will we treat them right? Yes.

Do they treat us right? Not quite. Will

we be liberal and generous and kind?

Yes; I would give to every man of what-

ever name, or creed, or color, all his

rights without his ever asking for them;

we need no plot, or intrigue, or anything

of that kind. We expect to build up and

establish the kingdom of God, that will

contain in it, admiration, protection of

the virtuous and good among all nations.

The time will yet come when he that will

not take up his sword to fight against

his neighbor, must needs flee to Zion for

safety. All those who are not fond of

blood and carnage and desolation, if they

want to be preserved will flee to Zion.

Have we not got to have a Zion for them

to flee to? Yes. And what is Zion? The

pure in heart. We want to organize in

such a way, and advocate and maintain

such correct principles, that they will be-

come the admiration of all honest men,

who will feel that they can be protected

and find safety and an asylum in Zion.

What of that? Are we going to follow


