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ceived revelations from God; and who

imparted these revelations to the peo-

ple. Of what value, of what special value,

would these revelations be to those to

whom they were imparted through the

medium of these men, unless they had

some means of testing their truthful-

ness? What a terrible condition we

should be in if God, in his providence,

were to confine his knowledge in that

way—if we were required, as some imag-

ine mankind are required, to submit to

the teachings of their fellow men and to

accept and practice them because those

men say they are from God! Imagine

the condition of the Latter-day Saints if

this were the case! Imagine the con-

dition of the whole world if one man

stood prominent, or three men, or twelve

men, or fifteen men, stood prominent,

receiving revelations from divinity and

conveying these revelations to the chil-

dren of men, with the requirement that

those who received them should sub-

mit to them as the voice of God, and

the people themselves be destitute of

any means of testing the truthfulness

of these revelations, except so far as

they might appeal to their reason and

to the sense of right that is begotten in

them! Now, a great many people who

are not acquainted with the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and

the teachings of that Church—and I do

not know but some who are members of

that Church—imagine that this is the

nature of the organization of the Church

of Christ, and that this is the man-

ner in which knowledge is conveyed to

the people, and in which the require-

ments of the people are submitted to

by the people. Why this Church could

not stand, could not have endured the

trials and afflictions and the opposi-

tion to which it has been exposed, one

hour if that were the case. It would fall

to pieces, there would be no power, no

cohesive power, to hold it together. The

strength, the power, the cause of the per-

petuity of this work, the marvelous char-

acter of its operations throughout the na-

tions of the earth, the wonderful attrac-

tiveness of this Gospel, the secret of its

great success in foreign land, preached

by illiterate men, consists in the fact

that God the Eternal Father, reveals his

mind unto every honest soul who humbly

seeks for it. Not to one man, not to

three men, not to apostles, not to bish-

ops, not to high priests, not to seven-

ties, not to elders alone, but to every

humble soul who in sincerity, and with

a broken heart and contrite spirit, bows

himself or herself in secret before the

throne of the great Eternal, and in hu-

mility asks, in the name of Jesus, for a

knowledge to be imparted to him or to

her whether it is the truth he or she has

heard. This is the secret of the success of

this work. This is the cause of its won-

derful power and the attractiveness it

has for the hearts of the children of men.

This is the reason that illiterate men,

going forth bearing testimony of these

things, have been so successful through-

out all the nations of the earth where

they have been, and it is this that draws

them, as we have been told this after-

noon by Brother Staines, by thousands

from foreign lands and causes them to

come to this land and to assimilate with

those already here; until we have in

this Territory of ours, throughout these

valleys running north and south, east

and west, a people unexampled, and, in

many respects, unlike every other people

that we know anything about. Why, in

this last company, which came in a few

days ago, the members of it spoke some


