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things that would be told to me. If I were

to inquire among them respecting other

matters, I would find that they believed

in this book (the Bible) in its entirety, not

a part, not in isolated parts of this book,

some parts of this book, some parts sep-

arated from the rest, but in its entirety,

in its doctrinal parts. I would find that

they believed that God was the same to-

day as he was yesterday, that he is a God

of revelation, a God of truth, a God who

could hear and answer prayer. I would

find that they believed in the organiza-

tion of the Church as it was in ancient

days, God having first set in the Church

apostles, prophets, teachers, etc. I would

find further that they were contending,

as James commanded the Saints to do in

his day, earnestly for the faith once de-

livered to the Saints, a faith by which

the mighty works concerning which Paul

speaks in the 11th chapter of his epis-

tle to the Hebrews were accomplished. I

would find that they were contending for

this faith that they believed in the signs

following them that believe; that they

were contending for them, contending for

that faith; and teaching their children

to exercise it to the greatest possible ex-

tent. Now, where else upon the face of

the earth could I find a community teach-

ing and practicing these things! I have

been, in my time, a somewhat extensive

traveler. I have mingled with a great

many people, in a good many lands, and

I confess to you today, I have never seen

a people who answered this description,

except the Latter-day Saints. I do not say

this out of vanity, or by way of boasting,

because this Gospel is intended for every

person, not only for those who are Latter-

day Saints today, but for every honest

man and woman throughout the face of

the whole earth. This Gospel of the king-

dom has to be preached to all nations,

and then will the end come. It is not,

therefore, with any feeling of pride be-

cause of these being the doctrines be-

lieved in and practiced by the Latter-

day Saints that I allude to them in this

manner, but because God, in his infinite

mercy, has revealed the Gospel to the

inhabitants of the earth, because it is

taught again by divine authority. How

could you account for it in any other

way? Tell me, if there be philosophers

or wise men here. Men say it is delu-

sion, men say it is imposture, men say

that the building up of this system is

the result of fraud. Most extraordinary

results of fraud, if this be fraud! Men

going out without purse or scrip, as in

ancient days, and preaching the ever-

lasting Gospel, baptizing people, and the

spirit of unity and love resting down

upon them, accompanied by the Spirit of

God, which testifies, as we have heard

this afternoon from Brother Staines, as

it had testified to him, that this is the

Church of Christ, that this is the Gospel

of Jesus which they have embraced. Peo-

ple may think, people may talk about the

delusion of the Latter-day Saints. Why,

to believe that these results which we

see are the product of fraud, or impos-

ture, would require far more credulity

than faith to believe them to be from

God. Where is there a peculiarity of the

ancient Church that is not possessed to-

day by the Latter-day Saints? Can one

be mentioned? Can a doctrine or a prin-

ciple be mentioned that was contended

for in the ancient Church, that is not

contended for and sought after today by

the Latter-day Saints? Were they perse-

cuted? Then it is quite certain we can


