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form of a dove; he was crucified, buried

and resurrected, and had ascended into

heaven. Naturally his friends and fol-

lowers would ask the question, How long

is he to remain there, throughout all the

ages of eternity? Oh, no, for at the time

of his ascension, when his disciples stood

looking at him ascending on high, there

stood two angels by their side, who said,

"Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gaz-

ing up into heaven? this same Jesus,

which is taken up from you into heaven,

shall so come in like manner as ye have

seen him go into heaven." They had the

promise given unto them from the lips

of holy angels, that in like manner as

he had ascended in a body of flesh and

bone, in like manner should he return

to the earth. Peter then informs us how

long he is going to remain from the earth,

informs us what length of time he is to

abide in the heavens, "Whom the heaven

must receive until the times of restitu-

tion of all things."

It must be, then, that something

would have to be taken from the earth

to enable the bringing about of a resti-

tution. As, for instance, it would be im-

possible for a man to restore back to me

something I had never been in posses-

sion of. It would be impossible to re-

turn back to the earth something that

the earth had never possessed. It would

be impossible to restore back to the hu-

man family that which they had never

possessed. Then, to make a restitu-

tion, it must be that there would be re-

stored back to the earth certain things,

certain principles, certain doctrines, cer-

tain ideas, that had once been extant

on the face of the earth. Others of

the apostles and prophets, seers and

revelators of the Lord Jesus Christ in

their day and age looked forward to

this time. Isaiah tells us that the

time should come when the earth should

mourn and fade away and languish.

Why? "Because they have transgressed

the laws, changed the ordinance, and

broken the everlasting covenant."

Certain principles were advanced

when Jesus was upon the earth. They

were advanced by him and by his fol-

lowers, the disciples, and those who be-

lieved in his mission. Prominent among

these principles that were advanced was

the principle that he advanced in regard

to himself. He spoke of his having come

from the Father; and Peter, in speaking

of this matter in one of his epistles, says:

"Who verily was foreordained before the

foundation of the world." Going further

back into history, as we have it here in

holy writ, we find that God had spoken

to some of the prophets in times of old

in regard to the same principle. Said

he to Jeremiah, "Before I formed thee in

the belly I knew thee; and before thou

camest out of the womb I sanctified thee,

and I ordained thee a prophet unto the

nations." Again, we find in the writings

of Job, speaking of the organization of

the world, that "the sons of God shouted

for joy when the foundation of the earth

was laid." Again, one of the writers in

holy writ, in speaking on this subject,

said: "Then shall the dust return to the

earth as it was: and the spirit shall re-

turn unto God who gave it." I take it as

a logical consequence, that it would be

impossible to return to a place where we

had never been; that it would be impos-

sible to return to God, if we had not been

in his presence.

I find in the passages that I

have quoted an allusion to the pre-

existence we have had, similar to that

which Jesus taught of himself when


