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Peter, had to be preached to: "For for this

cause," says he, "was the gospel preached

also to them that are dead, that they

might be judged according to men in

the flesh, but live according to God in

the spirit." They needed to be preached

to, to enable them to live according to

the Spirit of God, and as we find in

the preceding chapter, Peter says, "By

which also he went and preached unto

the spirits in prison; Which sometime

were disobedient, when once the long-

suffering of God waited in the days of

Noah." And I often think that, in con-

nection with this matter, if many of our

men in Israel would stop and reflect for

a few moments in regard to this point it

would be a benefit to them; that if they

would but understand and comprehend

that the habits and the weaknesses in

which they indulge, the frailties to which

they become accustomed, and that are

not right, that they go with them into

the spirit world, there to be repented of,

or turned from, they would hesitate be-

fore becoming addicted to many of the

things they do, seeing that the habits

they have contracted will remain eter-

nally with them, unless they are re-

pented of. But repentance here or repen-

tance there must come before progress or

exaltation will ever reach them, worlds

without end. All the thoughts and the

acts we indulge in here, the ideas that

we obtain, the principles that we be-

come partakers of, are eternal in their

nature, and they will stay and abide with

us throughout the eternities to come,

for good or for evil. There are certain

laws, certain rules, a certain system of

order, which controls, leads and guides

all this great plan. These principles

were taught by the Savior when he was

upon the earth. They were not popular,

however, because they did not chime in

with the ideas of that day and age of the

world. Said these wise men of the Phar-

isees and Sadducees, "Why, these doc-

trines clash with our particular, or pe-

culiar ideas, and if we admit them for

one moment, the fabric we have built up

here will tumble to the ground; we can-

not stand it." It is true they could not

contend with Jesus and his apostles in

argument; and I have always said that

any man, any set of men, any govern-

ment, I care not who they are, or what

they are, who resort to brutal force to

convince their opponents that they are

wrong—I say that those who do so are

almost certain to be in error. They have

run out of argument, and any govern-

ment that will force men in regard to be-

lief, political or religious, I consider that

that government, or the people who en-

gage in such a thing, are out of argument

on their side, they have no longer any

argument to sustain themselves, and re-

sort to force to carry their point. In that

day and age of the world, those men who

opposed Jesus and his apostles ran out of

argument, and as a result they say, "We

will take the life of this man."

We find other principles that were

taught by our Savior when he was upon

the earth. One of these was faith,

a very important principle in the plan

of salvation. Another was the prin-

ciple of repentance, and I have often

thought, in coming in contact with the

human family, that one of the rea-

sons today of the discord and confu-

sion that reign in the midst of the chil-

dren of men is because they have not

truly repented. It is trite, there is a

form of repentance indulged in by many

millions of the human family—a kind

of repentance that moans and groans

and cries and laments over the sins

that they have committed, but they go


