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who preaches it; I do not care if the devil

himself enunciated a principle of truth,

it is truth all the same, and you cannot

change or alter it. I do not care how wise

the man is, how long the prayer he may

make, or how reverend he may look, if

he tells a lie, it is a lie, and you can-

not change or alter it. Thus it is we

as a people look upon the principles of

truth, those principles that led to light

and knowledge, and it is time that peo-

ple laid down the foolish idea of striving

against such things. Let us sit down for a

moment and examine in detail principle

after principle, and I will say to you that

if any man on the face of the earth will

show me that I am in error on any prin-

ciple, I will leave it that very hour, and

no longer claim it as a principle. Will ev-

ery man do as much to me? Many will,

and many will not. I remember the case

of a minister who came to visit me. I

wished to be fair with him, and I desired

that he should be equally so with me.

I said, "Now we are alone in the room,

there are no witnesses here; but I will

make a contract with you. Here is the

Bible; we will hunt for truth, and wher-

ever I find truth you are to acknowledge

it, and wherever you find truth I shall

do the same." "No," said he, "I won't."

"Why not?" said I. "Oh," said he, "you

might spring some trap. We have a cer-

tain discipline to go by; we have got a

creed of faith and you may try to catch

me in some trap." "But," said I, "if you

are wrong in your creed or faith, don't

you want to be put right?" "Oh," said

he, "it is the faith of my fathers, it is

the faith they died by, it is the faith of

my grandfather, my great grandfather;

for generations back they have lived and

died by it, and I cannot afford to make a

change." "'Well," said I, "there is no use

you and I talking if that is the case, that

ends the conversation." Now, I consider

such reasoning as the height of foolish-

ness. Let us, as honest men and honest

women, lay down all prejudice and mal-

ice, and examine the principles of truth

and righteousness as they are placed be-

fore us, and as the light and intelligence

of the Holy Spirit will show them unto

us, for they will lead and guide us back to

the presence of our Father and God. The

truth will hurt no man. The principles

of truth the Latter-day Saints preach to

the nations of the earth, the principles

that the Elders have carried to the na-

tions, are the principles whereby the hu-

man family can be saved if they will

but hearken to them. These principles

are not for a few, the plan God has re-

vealed is for all. These principles are

revealed that God's kingdom may be es-

tablished on the earth in righteousness,

and they shall lead, guide, and control

untold millions of the human family that

have dwelt and shall yet dwell upon the

earth. We as Latter-day Saints should

have broad and philanthropic views in

regard to these things. What if our

names are cast out as evil? What if

they do strike us, or contend in regard

to these matters? Read the history of the

past, and what has been the result? Take

individuals, take the men who have con-

tended against the kingdom of God in the

last half century, and what has been the

result? Take the plans, and the untold

thousands of plots and projects that have

been brought forth for the overthrow of

the Church of Christ, and where are they

today?
"Gone glimmering among the things that

were

A school boy's tale of other days

The wonder of but an hour."


