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matter how much we may be maligned

and spoken evil about, we shall have

the consolation of knowing from the Lord

that we are right, that we have done that

which he requires, and that we have his

blessing and his approval. This is worth

more than everything else that can be

brought about. With the experience I

have had in my life I would rather have

the grace of God, the sweetness and hap-

piness, the blessing and comfort of his

Spirit and be in poverty as great as that

of the wild Indian of our mountains than

to dwell in palaces and revel in luxury

and ease without that grace and Spirit.

I have tested this to my entire satisfac-

tion, tested it under circumstances when

I have proved that a man can be as

happy as an angel—that is, as happy in

his sphere, in doing the will of God in

the midst of poverty and difficulties. It

is not these external circumstances that

are the sources of happiness. Of course it

is right and proper we should take care

of the bodies God has given unto us, just

as much as our spirits, that they should

be kept clean, that our clothing should

be comfortable and our habitation suit-

able. God has given unto us wisdom

and power to do this, and he has placed

the elements around us, and he would

condemn us if we did not use them for

our comfort and blessing. But they are

not the only things needful. You may

pile up money until you fill this Taberna-

cle and its possession would not make a

man happy. You may give men carriages

and horses, houses and lands and every-

thing of this character, but unless there

is the spirit of happiness within them

they would not be happy. The man who

lives near to God who has the Spirit of

God, be he ever so humble, is a happy

man; and without it, there is no true

happiness.

It should be our constant study to

live so that the Holy Spirit will always

dwell with us, that when we arise in the

morning our minds and our hearts may

be as clear as the sky when there is no

cloud in it, that we feel at peace with

God and man. It should be the aim of

every one professing to be a Latter-day

Saint not to leave his chamber in the

morning until he comes out feeling that

spirit of peace, with his brow unruffled

with care, with a consciousness of having

communed with God and that he knows

his standing with him. When he leaves

his chamber having that spirit, he will

diffuse joy and gladness throughout his

entire household. Should anything oc-

cur to disturb the serenity of a Latter-

day Saint he ought to step aside and ask

God in the name of Jesus to remove it

and to pour out the spirit of peace and

consolation upon him to fill his heart. At

night too, the same Spirit of peace should

be sought for. The thoughts, the words

and the actions of the day should be re-

viewed, and forgiveness of wrong should

be sought for, then a man can retire in

peace; and then if God in his providence

should call him home during the night he

would feel at peace with Him and with

all men. In this manner we should live,

and if we do not live in this way we fail

to be what we profess to be.

That God may help us so to live, is my

prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


