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Lord, "behold, I will proceed to do a mar-

velous work among this people, even a

marvelous work and a wonder: for the

wisdom of their wise men shall perish,

and the understanding of their prudent

men shall be hid," while to the weak and

despised and poor of the earth whomGod

has gathered from the nations he has re-

vealed his will and the precious things

of his kingdom; and they are preparing

themselves for the great events that are

to transpire in the near future.

God has commenced the great work

of restitution of all things by restor-

ing the Gospel in its primitive simplic-

ity, and every principle and ordinance

belonging thereto, with the authority

and power to administer therein. Ev-

ery man that has lived upon the earth

in past ages, who has held the keys in

any dispensation of God's mercy to man,

has come down from the place whence

he has gone, and restored those keys;

they have all brought their priesthood,

their authority, and the spirit and power

belonging thereunto, and ordained liv-

ing men to the authority which they

themselves held. And the reason why

we know this is true, is because God

Almighty has made this manifest to ev-

ery humble soul who has bowed in obe-

dience to this Gospel. Our testimony

does not depend upon Joseph Smith; it

does not depend upon Brigham Young;

it does not depend upon John Taylor, or

upon the council of the Twelve Apostles,

which is now the presiding quorum in

the Church. I pin my faith to no man's

sleeve; I am a believer in the Scrip-

ture which says, "Cursed be the man

that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh

his arm." I obeyed this Gospel because

I believed it was true, through read-

ing the Scriptures, which I was taught

from my early childhood to believe in.

When the sound of the Gospel reached

my ears I believed; and having bowed

in obedience to its ordinances, I received

a testimony for myself of its truthful-

ness, and that testimony has never de-

parted from me. I know by the power

and gift of the Holy Ghost that God

lives. I know that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of the living God. I know by

the same Spirit that God Almighty has

sent his angels in these the last days to

Joseph Smith and others, for the pur-

pose of commencing this work of the

restitution of all things. I know that

work has begun to be ushered in. I

know that the power of God is being

manifested on the earth, that the same

power which rested upon the former-day

Saints, rests down upon the Latter-day

Saints. I know that the former-day ordi-

nances have been restored, and the spirit

and the power thereof. I know it for my-

self, because I have experienced it and

realized it. I know there is a way to ap-

proach the Eternal Father and learn of

him. I know that those who seek aright

in the way appointed, find an answer

to their prayers, and that the promise

made by the Savior is true: "Ask, and

it shall be given unto you; seek, and

ye shall find; knock, and it shall be

opened unto you." And in bearing my tes-

timony to the truth of these things, I

say what most of this congregation know,

and what the great majority of the peo-

ple throughout this Territory could tes-

tify to, as well as thousands more who

are scattered upon the face of the earth,

who are longing to gather to these moun-

tain vales: We have not come here for

the mere purpose of enriching ourselves

in gold and silver, in flocks and herds, or

houses and lands, things which perish in


