
THE WORK OF THE RESTITUTION, ETC. 297

patient, and long-suffering and charita-

ble as we are commanded to be in the

revelations the Lord has given unto us

in these latter times, we would be bet-

ter prepared for the great things yet to

be unfolded. If the people called Latter-

day Saints desire to receive further of

these great things which have been kept

hid from the world for generations, let

them live up to the principles already

revealed—let them be Saints in very

deed. As they have come out from the

world bodily, let them be separated from

the world in spirit. Let them be temper-

ate, chaste and true; let them be hon-

est and honorable with all men; let them

live up to their agreements and fail not

to keep their promises one with another,

always remembering, with due regard,

their sacred covenants and solemn obli-

gations to the Lord. And thus they will

come up near to Him, and as a natural

consequence the Lord will draw near to

them, his Spirit will be upon them, and

God will fight their battles and overcome

their enemies, and break off every yoke.

For the Lord is nigh at hand and not afar

off. He has commenced the great work of

restitution, and will roll it on to its con-

summation. He will restore every power

and every gift and grace, every key, reve-

lation and inspiration that has ever been

enjoyed by the ancient Saints. Is that

all? No, my brethren and sisters, it is

not all; for after God has restored ev-

erything that has been lost, He will, in

this dispensation, reveal things kept hid-

den from the foundations of the world.

He will reveal them "to babes and suck-

lings," to the children born in Zion who

are heirs to the holy priesthood, trained

up in the way they should go, not trained

up as some of our children are, but in the

way God has appointed. As we are living

in these momentous times, it behooves

us to be what we profess to be—Saints.

We are called to be Saints; whether we

are Saints or not is another thing. Many

are called, but few are chosen. And why

are they not chosen? Read the Book of

Doctrine and Covenants; find out your

own weaknesses, your own failures, your

own omissions as well as commissions.

Find out wherein you have ceased to do

that which you ought to do, and have

done that which you ought not to have

done, and repent. Repentance is needed

to be taught to the Latter-day Saints as

well as to the world; for we are called

with a holy calling, and if we do not live

up to our professions, it were better we

had never made them. Let us return to

the Lord, and the Lord will return to us;

his Spirit will he manifested in ourmidst

to a still greater degree, and His gifts

and blessings will abound. Our sick will

be healed as in times past. We have seen

the sick healed instantaneously. The

lame have been made to walk, the dumb

to speak, the blind to see and the deaf

to hear, by the power of God through the

administrations of the servants of God.

The gifts of tongues, prophecy, dreams,

faith, discernment, and every gift and

blessing spoken of in the Bible as hav-

ing graced the primitive Church, have

been enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints in

this latter-day Church, and we are wit-

nesses thereof. God has been near to us,

and we have felt his presence in our pub-

lic assemblies and in our private abodes.

Peace has reigned in our hearts, and we

have felt like praising Him with all our

souls for His goodness.

Now the Lord will be still nearer

to us if we practice our religion and


