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be Saints in very deed; and our own eyes

will be open to discern the work of God

among the nations. We have already be-

gun to comprehend the purposes of the

Almighty. God's hand is over all, and

he will smite down the oppressor and

break every yoke. He will destroy the

tyranny that still exists in the world,

and the way will be open for the ser-

vants of the living God to go to every

nation, kindred, tongue and people, as

messengers of the truth and to gather

out the seed of Israel, and the work of

God will roll forth, and every effort of

our enemies will only tend to accelerate

its progress. There are societies formed

here to oppose this work and to bring

trouble upon us. What have their efforts

so far amounted to? Those that have con-

cocted their schemes to misrepresent us

and to bear false witness against us and

to malign us, how much have they ac-

complished? They have been the means

of helping to kill one faithful youth, who,

in common with many of his brethren,

was engaged publishing to the world the

principles of our religion. And besides

this, they have been the means of incit-

ing mobocrats to drag a few inoffensive

aged people from their homes and beat

them nearly to death, because of their

belief. Let those plotters look upon their

work and see what they have accom-

plished! How much satisfaction these

ladies, these "Christian" ladies and gen-

tlemen must have in their labors! How

much will this do to stop the progress

of the work of the Almighty? Not any-

thing at all; it will only tend to roll it on

to its consummation and final triumph.

The Lord will so overrule in behalf of

his people as to turn the intended evil

into good. Their efforts to overthrow

"Mormonism," as they term it will simply

advertise our cause all over the world;

attention will be drawn to our Elders

who are traveling throughout the world

preaching the Gospel, and they will be

the better able to bear their testimony

and gather out the honest. They may

fight this work as they please; they may

malign and stigmatize this people, and

heap all manner of reproach upon them;

they may imprison and even kill the bod-

ies of some of its most faithful advocates,

but the facts still remain that we are

engaged in the work of restitution; that

God has commenced it; that God is with

us, and will remain with us as long as

we are true to him as his servants; and

no power on earth or in hell will stop his

purposes. The nations of the earth are in

his hands; the governments of this earth

he considers as a very little thing, and

by and by he will laugh at their calamity

and mock when their fear cometh. The

kingdoms of this world, with all their

pomp and glory, will, in the own due time

of the Lord, be humbled in the dust and

be broken to pieces; and then will come

the kingdom of our God, and he whose

right it is to reign will rule from pole to

pole and from shore to shore.

But let us not cherish animosity in

our hearts against those who are plot-

ting against us. While we stand up for

our civil rights and the liberty to which

we are entitled by virtue of the Consti-

tution of the United States, and stand

firm, shoulder to shoulder, in vindica-

tion of our religious rights, and help

to maintain for others the rights which

we claim for ourselves, let us not cher-

ish anger, or animosity, or revenge, in

our hearts. But let us take the words

of the Lord Jesus Christ for our guide,

and try to be patient and long-suffering,

even as God is. And the Lord will fight


