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gard to these matters, for the Lord will say
unto them, as he did unto the waves of the
mighty ocean, “Hitherto shalt thou come,
but no further: and here shall thy proud
waves be stayed.” Now, that is how the
thing is. The prophet in another place says,
“Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee:
the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.”
He will manage the other. He will put a
hook in the jaws of men and of nations,
and lead them just as he pleases. They are
all in his hands, as we are in his hands.
Need we be surprised that people
should feel inimical to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ? No. Need we be surprised that
men, as the scriptures say, “should wax
worse and worse, deceiving, and being
deceived?” No. We have preached it—1I
have preached it upwards of forty years
in this nation and in other nations. Need
we be surprised that they should trample
under foot the Constitution of the United
States? No; Joseph Smith told us that they
would do it. Many around me here knew
long ago that they would do this thing
and further knew that the last people that
should be found to rally around that sacred
instrument and save it from the grasp of
unrighteous men would be the Elders of
Israel! When, therefore, we see these things
progressing need we be astonished? I do
not think we need be. Some of our people
you know, who are a little shaky and get
how? Why a little astride of the fence,
and say, “good Lord and good devil,” not
knowing into whose hands they will fall;
when they see some of these things tran-
spiring they are filled with amazement;
but men who understand themselves,
and who are in possession of the gift of
the Holy Ghost and the Spirit of the liv-
ing God, are looking for such things and
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they are not at all surprised. Were we
surprised when the last terrible war took
place here in the United States? No; good
Latter-day Saints were not, for they had
been told about it. Joseph Smith had told
them where it would start, that it should
be a terrible time of bloodshed and that it
should start in South Carolina. But I tell
you today the end is not yet. You will see
worse things than that, for God will lay
his hand upon this nation, and they will
feel it more terribly than ever they have
done before; there will be more bloodshed,
more ruin, more devastation than ever they
have seen before. Write it down! You will
see it come to pass; it is only just starting
in. And would you feel to rejoice? No; I
would feel sorry. I knew very well myself
when this last war was commencing, and
could have wept and did weep, over this
nation; but there is yet to come a sound of
war, trouble and distress, in which broth-
er will be arrayed against brother, father
against son, son against father, a scene of
desolation and destruction that will per-
meate our land until it will be a vexation
to hear the report thereof. Would you
help to bring it about? No, I would not;
I would stop it if I could. I would pour in
the oil and the wine and balm and try to
lead people in the right path that will be
governed by it, but they won’t. Our Elders
would do the same, and we are send-
ing them forth doing all that we can, se-
lecting the very best men we can put our
hands upon—men of faith, men of honor,
men of integrity—to go forth to preach
the Gospel to this nation and to other
nations. And how do they receive them?
Not long ago they killed one and mobbed
others. Well, we cannot help that. They
are in the dark; they do not realize the
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