
330 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

who had received the Gospel were re-

minded of the peculiar blessings and

powers that attended it in its admin-

istration. When the disciples were or-

dained by the Savior and sent forth to

proclaim the Gospel to the world, they

were told that certain blessings and as-

surances should follow its administra-

tion. On another occasion it was said

by the Savior, when people were anxious

to know in regard to the divinity of his

mission, he told them that if they would

do the will of God they should know of

the doctrine. And again, on a certain

time when his disciples came together,

he asked them what the people said in

relation to him, the character that they

gave him, and the feeling he had pro-

duced among them in regard to the di-

vinity of his character. He was informed

that the people had various ideas and

views in relation to it. Some thought

that he was one of the prophets that had

risen, that he was Elias or Jeremiah,

or John the Baptist that had been be-

headed. In the midst of this confusion

of ideas, however, there was one individ-

ual that had obtained correct informa-

tion on the subject, and from a quarter

that every person that receives the ful-

ness of the Gospel is privileged to ob-

tain a perfect knowledge of its divinity.

Turning to the disciples he said, "But

whom say ye that I am," and Simon Pe-

ter answered and said, "Thou art the

Christ, the Son of the living God." Now,

he had obtained a revelation in regard

to the character of the Son of God. He

had not obtained it through the obser-

vance of the miracles that Jesus had per-

formed. He had not obtained it from

any other quarter or source save from

God the Eternal Father. Jesus told him

that "flesh and blood hath not revealed

it unto thee, but my Father which is

in heaven. And I say unto thee that

thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

build my church, and the gates of hell

shall not prevail against it." That is,

upon the rock of revelation, for the na-

ture of the Gospel is such, that when it

is proclaimed and honestly obeyed, in-

dividuals receive a testimony in regard

to the divinity of the doctrine. This was

confirmed on the day of Pentecost. Pe-

ter in preaching to the people said, "Re-

pent and be baptized every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-

mission of sins, and ye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost. For this promise

is unto you and to your children, and to

all that are afar off, even as many as

the Lord our God shall call. This gift

of the Holy Ghost is a different prin-

ciple from anything that we see mani-

fested in the sectarian world. It is a prin-

ciple of intelligence, and revelation. It

is a principle that reveals things past,

present and to come, and these gifts

of the Holy Ghost were to be received

through obedience to the requirements

of the Gospel as proclaimed by the El-

ders of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints in these days. It was

upon this rock that their faith should be

grounded; from this quarter they should

receive a knowledge of the doctrine they

had espoused, and we are told by the

Savior "that the gates of hell should not

prevail against them." Thus the Church

was organized upon the principle of rev-

elation. In it were placed "first apos-

tles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teach-

ers, after that miracles, then gifts of

healings, helps, governments, diversi-

ties of tongues." Thus God placed in his

kingdom and in his Church those things

that were according to the mind and

will of heaven, according to the laws of

the celestial world. In another place

we are told that God gave gifts unto,

men. "And he gave some, apostles;


