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men of this Church; they do not de-

pend upon the people for their support.

It is not necessary for them to tickle

their ears by fine speeches and pleasant

things. They can say rough things, un-

pleasant truths, because they are inde-

pendent; they can live without the aid of

the people by the industry of their own

hands, and they are not afraid of some

of their deacons or some of the congrega-

tion taking exceptions to their manner of

speech and cutting off their salary. Why

if such unpleasant truths were told, as

have been told to the Latter-day Saints,

by ministers of different denominations,

who do you think would give them a call?

Would they receive a call to some other

places and be paid a higher salary? No,

their style would be too unpleasant to be

popular. Well I have hope for this people

while this is the case, and I pray that we

shall always have men here who are not

afraid to tell you and me our faults and

warn us of them and reprove us, for "bet-

ter the reproof of a friend than the kiss

of an enemy."

It is not going to be a great while—

and many of you will see it too—before

there will be a great revolution in the

earth. Just as sure as the Lord lives the

day will come when there will be conster-

nation not only in foreign nations but in

our own nation. The people of this Re-

public are actually treading upon a vol-

cano and they do not know how soon

the fires may burst forth, how soon the

governmental fabric of this nation, the

most glorious the sun has ever shone

upon, the best that man without the

priesthood has had upon the earth, shall

tumble. And why? Through the cor-

ruption of the people. The best gov-

ernment becomes the worst government

when the people become corrupt, when

bribery in high places rules, when po-

litical parties condescend to purchase

votes. The power of a government is

weakened when Senators, Representa-

tives, and Presidents get their places by

the use of money. Woe to a nation when

this becomes the case. It is doomed and

sooner or later it must fall. What is the

remark respecting the election of United

States Senators in many of the States?

It is that a man cannot get that posi-

tion except he be wealthy. What does

that mean? Every one can draw his own

conclusion. But that is not the worst

feature either. There is disunion and

animosity and the fires of sectional ha-

tred burn fiercely. They may smolder at

times. They may not always appear on

the surface. But let the breeze blow and

quicken them into life and how fierce the

flame burns.

It may be asked what has all this to

do with the Gospel? The Lord has re-

stored the everlasting Gospel for the ex-

press purpose of raising up a pure peo-

ple upon this land. This American conti-

nent is the choicest land upon the face

of the whole earth. God kept it hid-

den until the 15th century that it might

not to be overrun by the people of Eu-

rope or of the rest of the world. He kept

it hidden in darkness and covered with

clouds until the set time had come when

he could accomplish his purpose and pre-

pare the way for the American Republic,

under which his kingdom could be estab-

lished. Could it have been established in

Asia, in Europe, or in Africa? No, it re-

quired the Declaration of Independence

framed by men inspired of God; the Con-

stitution of the United States framed

and adopted by men whom he had raised

up; it required a people who had fought

for their liberty, religious and civil, and

who by his divine blessing had succeeded


