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in gaining it and in establishing a free

form of government. It required such

a republican government as we have,

to permit this people called Latter-day

Saints to be organized, to grow and in-

crease and become a mighty power. Is

there anything incompatible with true

republicanism in the growth of such

a people organized as the Latter-day

Saints are? Let me say that the men and

women who live in accordance with the

Gospel are the best people in the world.

They make the best members of society

and live above all earthly law, that is

constitutional law. Now I take issue, you

know, with some laws. Some laws are

constitutional, and some laws are uncon-

stitutional, but a man who believes in

and practices the Gospel of Jesus Christ

will live so far above every constitutional

law that he will never violate it. He may

be guilty of mistakes, he may fall into er-

ror, but there will be nothing culpable in

his conduct.

As the people of God, we must be

meek and lowly of heart. We must con-

fess our sins one to another, help the

poor, clothe the naked and administer

sustenance to those who require it. We

must cease our backbiting, our strife, our

fault finding, our evil speaking, bearing

false witness and all other practices of

this kind, and live as Latter-day Saints

should who are worthy of the name, then

we will be the best citizens of the coun-

try, the best citizens that can be found,

citizens of whom people will be proud—

that is all good and honest people—and

whom God will bless. These are duties

that devolve upon every one of us. We

should not be Saints in name alone, but

in deed and in truth, striving to make

our lives an exemplification of the princi-

ples we profess, and then if men revile us

and cast out our names as evil we can

leave our case in the hands of God. We

can call upon him and ask his blessing,

and then what difference does it make

what the wicked think or say about us?

None in the least. We do not live for the

opinion of the wicked; but if we live as

we should do, if we live for God and pur-

sue a straightforward course, and then

if our enemies malign us, God will be our

friend; he will deliver us and it will be all

right with us in the end. "But," says one,

"how do you know God is your friend?"

Pray to him in faith and you will find

out. Man may deride and say there is

no God, and say that it is all humbug.

But I know for myself that God lives. I

know that when I pray to him he hears

and answers my prayers. If I pray to

him in secret and he rewards and gives

me the desires of my heart, supposing

all the rest of the world should say that

God does not live, does that alter my po-

sition, or detract from any of the bless-

ings I enjoy? Not in the least. It does

not interfere with them. It is my right

to believe there is a God, and if another

man chooses to believe there is not, then

that is his business. Shall I quarrel with

a man because I think my religion is bet-

ter than his? Not at all. If my religion

is better than his, why I will show it in

my life and not descend to ridicule and

violence. When people take up pistols

and use violence they give to the world

the best proof that their religion is not

of God. But that is the way we have

been treated. For believing in the true

Gospel we must be mobbed, we must

have our houses burned, we must be

driven from our homes, our children and

aged people must die by the way side,

our track being marked with the graves

of them that fall, all because we have


