
who have been so generously assisted out 
of poverty and oppression, and placed in 
circumstances to become free and indepen-
dent, and then neglect or fail to do their 
duty in these matters.

In some instances individuals who have 
been assisted to Zion by the P. E. Fund, 
have gathered around them of this world’s 
goods until they have become rich, and still 
their indebtedness to the “Fund” remains 
unsettled.

It is more than probable that these same 
individuals would always have remained 
in poverty had they not been gathered to 
Zion by the P. E. Fund: thus, we see, they 
are doubly indebted to the “Fund,” first 
for their deliverance from Babylon, from 
poverty and bondage; and secondly for the 
wealth and liberty which they now possess.

And again they are manifoldly more 
guilty of ingratitude to God and man, be-
cause they have withheld from the Fund 
its just dues—which they were able to pay, 
and deprived others more worthy than 
themselves from receiving assistance in the 
manner they had been assisted.

Every man that owes the Fund a dol-
lar should realize that it is a just debt, that 
there are others in the same condition that 
they were in when picked up by the P. E. 
Fund company and brought to this blessed 
land, that they are praying and pleading 
for deliverance also, and that perhaps they 
are quite as worthy—if not more so—than 
many who have been helped and now owe 
the “Fund” to an amount which, if all was 
paid up, would be more than sufficient to 
immigrate to this country all the Saints 
now in Europe.

Men but do their duty when they  
pay their just debts and to do so in  
this case they discharge a triple duty 
—to the Fund, themselves  and to

the ungathered, worthy poor. What hon-
orable person can refuse or neglect to do 
such a duty?

We are sending large numbers of Elders 
from time to time, to preach the Gospel 
abroad. It is the duty of the Latter-day 
Saints to assist those Elders on their mis-
sions when they need assistance, or when 
they are unable to fit themselves out. Their 
families too should be cared for by the 
Church, during the absence of the hus-
band and father, so far as they are needy 
or unable to provide for themselves. Every 
man is in duty bound to do all he reason-
ably can to roll on the work of God, to 
maintain himself and family and assist to 
build up Zion.

Sometimes a good man is needed to fill 
a certain mission, he is well adapted to the 
position he is called to fill, or the duty he 
is required to perform; but he is poor, he 
may perhaps have a large family to main-
tain, which would require his whole time if 
devoted wholly to that end, yet his ability, 
faith, integrity and other qualifications pe-
culiarly fit him for the duty required, and 
he is the most available man to be found. 
Now what is to be done? Are we to excuse 
him because his family is large and require 
his services, or because of his poverty. 
Certainly not.

If the interest of Zion requires his ser-
vices, in that direction lies his legitimate 
path of duty. Then it becomes the duty of 
the Saints to provide for his family and see 
that they do not lack the necessaries of life; 
and it would not hurt us to see that they 
enjoyed some of the comforts.

If there is no excuse for the poor,  
certainly there can be none for the 
weal thy,  nevertheless  the r ich are  
often so engrossed in their business  
so bound up in worldly affairs, that
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