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Every Latter-day Saint should be

proud to wear homemade clothes, from

head to foot, and when we begin to

study our best interests, and the inter-

est of Zion we will do so though it costs

us more now than to wear the stuffed,

starched, glossed and glittering shoddy

of the world, or even the best the world

affords. Money spent in home manu-

factures, is money saved to the com-

munity, it is money laid up for future

use and benefit at home, while money

sent abroad builds up New York, Boston,

Philadelphia, Lowell, and the world gen-

erally all of whom are opposed to the peo-

ple and the work of God and will only re-

turn evil to us for the patronage we be-

stow upon them.

We should be prepared, not only to

manufacture our own wearing apparel,

but also to make all our mechanical and

agricultural implements, our household

furniture, our building materials, our

wagons, carriages and equipment, with

all that is necessary for the righteous

and legitimate use of man, that when

Babylon shall fall we may be prepared

for it, and not be found among those who

shall wail and lament because "no man

buyeth her merchandise any more."

I see some of the sisters wearing fine

hats trimmed with silk ribbon, also silk

shawls, dresses, neckties, etc., which are

of their own production and make. This

is as it should be—"the beauty of the

work of their own hands."

Perhaps no country in the world

abounds more profusely than ours,

with the real elements of wealth, and

none better adapted to the raising of

silk, which enters so largely into, and

is so eagerly sought for female apparel,

and there are thousands of men, women

and children in Utah, who could as well

as not devote a portion of their time to

its culture, say a month or six weeks in

the proper season of the year, both to

their pleasure and profit, if they would,

and the result would be the production in

vast quantities of the much coveted arti-

cle of silk, and an increase of profitable

labor.

Sister Zina Young, Father Graves and

a few others are interesting themselves

in this industry and are trying to awaken

an interest therein in the minds of the

industrial classes, that silk may eventu-

ally become a staple product of Utah. So

far, I fear, they have found it rather up-

hill work. The people seem to be eager

for immediate profit, for present gain,

which in too many cases is exceedingly

detrimental to the individual as well as

to the public good. It is difficult to get

people to look forward, or labor for the

future; we are all so terribly wrapped up

and engrossed in the present and in self.

But the culture of silk is gradually be-

ing extended, I am told, and by and by it

will, unquestionably, become one of our

flourishing industries. A little child is

capable of attending to a large part of

the labor involved in the production of

raw silk, and children a little farther ad-

vanced can prepare it for the loom.

May the Lord bless the people. May

the Spirit of the Lord abide in the hearts

of the Latter-day Saints, and lead them

continually, is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.


