
cel of the government of the United States; 
this follows as a natural consequence.

There are a great many Saints here gath-
ered together. I do not know the number; 
it is estimated by some to be from 150,000 
to 200,000. How many there are I am 
not prepared to say. No matter, however, 
about that: but we have gathered ourselves 
here. Now, then, it is necessary we should 
be under some government. Being here in 
the United States, we, of course, became 
part of that government, and, as a neces-
sary consequence, according to the cus-
toms and usages of this government, we 
were admitted as a Territory. Under these 
circumstances, the government send out 
certain officers; for instance, a governor is 
appointed and selected by the President 
of the United States, and then sanctioned 
by the Senate, and he receives his com-
mission from the administration of the 
government of the United States, and he 
comes here as their representative. Then 
we have U.S. judges, a secretary, a marshal 
and civil officers, according to the usages 
that exist among people situated as we are 
in the Territories of the United States. 
There are so many representatives of the 
government who are properly appointed 
and authorized according to the form and 
usage that obtain generally in the country 
and in the administration of the affairs of 
this nation. We therefore come under this 
government and are subject to its laws and 
receive its officers. They come among us, 
which is very right they should do, accord-
ing to the forms and usages that exist in 
the United States; and it is our duty to 
treat them properly, as it is their duty to 
treat us properly; the duty in this regard

is reciprocal. We need the protection of 
law wherever we are, or under whatsoever 
circumstances we may be placed; and in 
placing ourselves in this position we are 
only doing just the same as others of our 
fellow citizens similarly situated are doing. 
This is a matter which has grown out of 
our religious ideas. Our religion prompted 
us to come together; and being together we 
have become a body of men, and being on 
territory belonging to the United States, it 
becomes necessary that we should be sub-
ject to its laws and usages, according to the 
provisions made and stipulations entered 
into under its jurisdiction and govern-
ment. These things are all plain matters of 
fact, there is nothing extraneous or uncom-
mon about them. Further, as American 
citizens we have certain rights, and others 
have certain rights. All men in the United 
States possess certain rights which are guar-
anteed to them by its Constitution. Again 
we have our legislative officers, provided 
for by act of Congress and passed by the 
general government of the United States. 
We have our probate courts, also our jus-
tices of the peace, our selectmen and the 
various organizations and laws pertaining 
to education, to public schools, and all 
things as they exist in other Territories. 
But notwithstanding all this there is one 
thing wherein we are very unpleasantly 
situated, which difficulty arises from the 
peculiar position we occupy in regard to 
our religion. There is nothing else that 
I know of. I have been in this Church a 
great many years, and lived in this nation 
a great many years, and have been a citizen 
for a great many years; but there is nothing 
that I know of excepting that one thing, 
that could in anywise be considered ob-
jectionable, and that is in relation to our
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