
354 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

religious bigotry that prevailed among

their people, just the same as others

were in the days of Jesus. In his day he

and his followers were maligned as we

are. If he ever did any good, how was it

represented? "Give God the praise: we

know that this man is a sinner." And if

we do any good somebody else must have

the praise instead of us; but if there is

any harm done, as, for instance, the trou-

ble among the Indians, "it is the Mor-

mons that do it!" I suppose if there are

any storms, shipwrecks, wars or blood-

shed, in Timbuctoo, among the Zulus,

Chinese, Japanese, or Europeans, the

Mormons will be represented as having

had a hand in them. What position does

this place us in? Do we wish to be gov-

erned by the laws of the United States

and sustain its institutions? Yes, we

do. But while we are doing this, many

infamous men are misrepresenting us.

But there are many honorable men who

have other feelings. I have seen many

of them not only in this nation but other

nations, who possess more liberal and

generous feelings, men of position and

of all conditions in life. And among the

honorable men of earth I find there are

a great many who look upon us as hav-

ing been cruelly treated by those who

ought to be our friends. Well, now what

shall we do under those circumstances?

Having passed a law on purpose to en-

trap us they would now complain be-

cause we do not run right into the trap

and say "take us and put us in prison."

We are not such big fools yet, we have

very different ideas to those. If they

are ignoring principles that God has re-

vealed to us we cannot help it. If they

do not believe our statements we can-

not have confidence in theirs; but one

thing we do know, we are a thousand

times more virtuous, a thousand times

more pure, in our actions than they are

in theirs. There is not a country in the

world today where virtue and the rights,

privileges, honor and chastity of the fe-

male portion of the community are more

strongly protected than in this Territory.

Now, that is a fact.

The question then arises what shall

we do? We are under the painful neces-

sity of protecting ourselves as best we

may. How did they do in other times—

how did they do in Rome? We are not

so badly off as some people were in for-

mer ages. It is said that Christians had

to dwell in caves, and that they were

hunted and dragged from these places

of concealment by government spies and

put into the arena, where thousands and

tens of thousands of people would go to

see them devoured by wild beasts, and

I have no doubt that many of our pi-

ous Christians would like to see a scene

of that kind. What shall we do? God

has given unto us a law. Shall we obey

it? We are placed—not by acts of our

own—in a position where we cannot help

ourselves. We are between the hands

of God and the hands of the Govern-

ment of the United States. God has laid

upon us a command for us to keep, He

has commanded us to enter into these

covenants with each other pertaining

to time and eternity, and has revealed

this law through the holy priesthood and

the regularly constituted channels which

He has appointed for conveying this in-

formation, and we, having been bap-

tized into one baptism and partaken of

the same spirit, know for ourselves that

these things are true. I know they are

true, if nobody else does. I know it my-

self. I cannot help knowing it, and all

the edicts and laws of Congress and leg-

islators and decisions of courts could not


