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change my opinion. I know that it is

from God, and therefore bear testimony

of it. Now, can I help it? No. The

question resolves itself into this: having

received a command from God to do a

certain thing and a command from the

State not to do it, the question is what

shall we do? Daniel had a political trap

set for him, as we have had for us. An

edict was passed forbidding him to pray

to his God under penalty of death; he

went and opened his window and prayed

in the sight of the community, hence he

violated that decree with death staring

him in the face. He knew this law was ir-

revocable, but he was determined to obey

the commandment of God and he did.

They cast him into a den of lions, and he

played with them as a child would play

with kittens. There was something to try

Daniel's faith in this but God took care of

him.

But there is another feature mani-

fested in this. We notice that King Dar-

ius, the victim of a political plot, was

very solicitous for the welfare of Daniel,

for early in the morning he went to

the lion's cave and cried, "O Daniel, is

the God in whom thou trusteth able to

deliver thee?" When Daniel replied, "O

King, live forever, the God in whom I

trust has sent his angel and has de-

livered me from the jaws of the lions,"

etc. I do not think from the reading

of the President's message, that if any

of us were cast into the lion's den or

into prison, that Mr. Hayes would man-

ifest the interest about us that Darius

did about Daniel; but then we must re-

member this difference, that the first of

these is a Christian; the latter was a

heathen. But outside of these things, I

feel to proclaim against the vices of the

age, whether in this nation or others; for

we as a nation are fast descending as

low as the most degenerate and corrupt

nations of Europe, and are practicing in-

famies which have been the overthrow

and ruin of many mighty cities, nations

and empires, and which are now the

loathsome, unnatural, disgusting, damn-

ing sins of Christendom. The standing

law of God is, be fruitful and multiply;

but these reformers are "swift to shed

blood," even the blood of innocence; and

with their prenatal murders and other

crimes, are slaying their thousands and

tens of thousands with impunity, to say

nothing of that other loathsome, disgust-

ing, filthy institution of modern Chris-

tendom "the social evil," as well as other

infamous practices. We must protest

against feticide, infanticide, and other

abominable practices of Christendom be-

ing forced upon us, either in the shape of

legislative enactment, judicial decision

or any other adjunct of so called civi-

lization. We are American citizens and

are not yet deprived of the inalienable

rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of

happiness. Men express surprise some-

times at the action of the grand jury who

sat upon, as I am informed, about 200

cases of polygamy and only found bills

against three. Why, human nature with

all its infirmities is not sunk so low as

at the bidding of an official satrap to

find indictments to order, without evi-

dence and testimony, and there are very

few, in view of the above facts, who are

sunk so low as to condemn men for mar-

rying wives and supporting their chil-

dren, while at the same time they know

that their accusers and persecutors are

violating every principle of chastity, and

murdering their own offspring. Many

men may be very corrupt, and indulge

in the vices and crimes of the age;

but all are not hypocrites. Despotic

laws require a despot, and not even

packed juries will always carry them out.


