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thing that can be laid hold of by the

minds of the Latter-day Saints. It is

something that can be directly under-

stood, and be fully comprehended, so

that there can be no doubt in the mind

of any Latter-day Saint in regard to the

nature and character of the ultimate out-

come of the course that he proposes to

pursue in complying with the demands

of the Gospel he has received. But those

demands are of a nature that perhaps

would be almost appalling to the minds

of individuals that were darkened, that

had no light or understanding in regard

to the outcome that is expected to be ex-

perienced by the Latter-day Saints, inas-

much as they continue faithful in adher-

ing to the principles which they have es-

poused.

These demands are not of a nature

that have no parallel in the history of

the people of God. They were required

in every age and period when God called

a people to serve him, and to receive his

laws. They were required in the days

of Israel, in the beginning of that peo-

ple. They were required of Abraham,

Isaac and Jacob. They were required of

Moses, and of the people that he led from

Egyptian bondage. They were required

by all the prophets that existed from the

days of Adam to the present period of

time. They were required by the apostles

that received their commission by the

laying on of the hands of Jesus Christ,

the Son of the living God, and by the

adherents of the religion that the apos-

tles proclaimed and taught to the people,

in their day and no man or set of men

or class of people from the day of Adam

to the present time, could comply with

these requirements, except the people of

God, as they were endowed with power

from on high, which could proceed only

from the Lord our God. And it would

be simply foolish indeed to expect the

Latter-day Saints in these days to com-

ply with the celestial law, with the law

that proceeds from God, and with his de-

signs to elevate the people into his pres-

ence, except they were sustained by a su-

pernatural power. The Gospel promises

this. It promises the gift of the Holy

Ghost, which is divine in its character,

and which is not enjoyed by any other

people, and which we are told by the Sav-

ior, should lead into all truth, and in-

spire those who possessed it, and give

them a knowledge of Jesus, a knowl-

edge of the Father, and of things per-

taining to the celestial world; that it

should inspire those who possessed it

with a knowledge of things to come,

and things that were past; and inspire

them to an extent that they should enjoy

supernatural gifts—the gift of tongues

and prophecy, to lay hands upon the

sick, by which they should he healed.

Those who received this Gospel were

promised these supernatural powers and

gifts, and a knowledge for themselves,

that they might not depend upon any

man or set of men, in regard to the

truth of the religion that they had re-

ceived; but that they should receive a

knowledge from the Father that the re-

ligion came from him, that the Gospel

came from him, and that his servants

had the right and authority to admin-

ister those ordinances, so that no wind

of doctrine should shake them or remove

them from the path in which they were

walking; so that they might be prepared

for the glory that should be revealed,

and be made participators therein, so

that they might endure any trial or af-

fliction that it should be the will of

God to be brought upon them, to pre-

pare them more fully for celestial glory;


