
steward over extensive concerns. I believe 
that there is an order in these things—
a pleasing and an agreeable order—and 
that these things are arranged by the Lord 
in such a way that when people properly 
understand them they will be satisfied and 
admire them. It is because we do not get to 
understand the requirements of God that 
we are dissatisfied. God fixes these matters 
up and arranges them in such a way as will 
tend to the exaltation of every Latter-day 
Saint who is disposed to honor them. It is 
because of our ignorance that we are dis-
pleased with the requirements of the Lord.

Now, I believe in the independence 
of men and women. I believe that men 
and women have the image of God given 
them—are formed after the image of God, 
and possess Deity in their nature and char-
acter, and that their spiritual organization 
possesses the qualities and properties of 
God, and that there is the principle of God 
in every individual. It is designed that man 
should act as God, and not be constrained 
and controlled in everything, but have an 
independency, an agency, and the power 
to spread abroad and act according to the 
principle of godliness that is in him, act ac-
cording to the power and intelligence and 
enlightenment of God, that he possesses, 
and not that he should be watched contin-
ually, and be controlled, and act as a slave 
in these matters. But that the law of God 
should proceed forth from him, and the 
constitution of the Most High God should 
be in him, and he should act in accordance 
with that. And, as the Lord has said—“I 
will write my name in the hearts of the 
people”—the law should proceed forth 
from their hearts.

And so far as the law of tithing is  
concerned, there is about it, some- 
thing that is not of the same nature

and character as the law of the United 
Order. It was added because the people 
were not willing to comply with this noble 
and high celestial law, whereby they could 
act according to the light that is in them, 
and the power of the Almighty, by which 
they should be inspired. I read on:

“Wherefore, I have appointed unto 
them, and this is their business in the 
church of God, to manage them and the 
concerns thereof, yea, the benefits thereof.

“Wherefore, a commandment I give 
unto them, that they shall not give these 
things unto the church, neither unto the 
world.”

Now, was it designed that these six men 
should go and build fine houses, and spread 
abroad and obtain immense treasures of 
the earth, independent of the obligations 
devolving upon them to other people? 
There was great latitude given them, but 
they were held accountable unto the Lord. 
“I give you this latitude to exercise, but, re-
member, you are accountable; and an ac-
count of your stewardship will I require of 
you in the day of judgment.” Some of these 
Elders had seen God and talked with him 
face to face, and angels had laid their hands 
upon their heads. They knew that there 
was a God in heaven. This was made clear 
to them by the power of the Almighty, and 
by angels making their appearance unto 
them, and talking with them as one man 
talks with another. Now, when we consider 
what the Lord said to these men that were 
thus enlightened, and had this wonderful 
experience, we see that it required a man 
to be a little careful how he acted in regard 
to these temporal affairs that were given to 
him in charge.

“Nevertheless, inasmuch as they receive 
more than is needful for their necessities 
and their wants, it shall be given into my 
storehouse.”
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