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Now here was wherein they were lim-
ited. But yet in this matter they were left
to their own judgment and philanthropy,
which should be enlightened. But their
philanthropy would be the philanthropy of
God, and their intelligence, the intelligence
of heaven.

“And the benefits shall be consecrated
unto the inhabitants of Zion, and unto
their generations, inasmuch as they become
heirs according to the laws of the kingdom.

“Behold, this is what the Lord requires
of every man in his stewardship, even as I,
the Lord, have appointed or shall hereafter
appoint unto any man.

“And behold, none are exempt from
this law who belong to the church of the
living God.”

Now this law should continue as long
as salvation continued. (See page 337, 1st
verse.) It never has been repealed. The law
of tithing could not repeal this law. The
law of tithing is a lower law, and was given
of God. But the law of tithing does not
forbid us obeying a higher law, the law of
celestial union in earthly things. And the
fact that we do not feel satisfied in simply
obeying the law of tithing shows that it is
a lesser law. Do you feel justified simply
in obeying the law of tithing? Why, then,
do you contribute to our temples and to
bringing the people from the old countries,
and to this object, and that, in thousands
of ways, after you have properly and justly
complied with the law of tithing? The fact
that you do these things shows that you are
not satisfied in merely obeying the law of
tithing. In these contributions you are act-
ing just as God designed you should act—
by the light of the Holy Ghost that is in
you. Now, this law is very distinctly por-
trayed, and the Lord has made it so plain
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that he is determined that no man shall
misunderstand him. When he speaks he
speaks in such a manner that there can be
no dispute. He is not satisfied with tell-
ing it over once, he tells it the second and
the third understanding; so that there can
be no misunderstanding in regard to the
mind of the Lord with reference to this law
of a man’s giving all, except that which is
needed for his support, unto the Lord’s
storehouse. An observance of this law is
what he says is required of every man in
his stewardship. So that if the Latter-day
Saints are appointed unto stewardships, or
are satisfied to act as stewards before the
Lord, this law is in force, and this law they
should observe. I believe many do walk in
the spirit of this law to a certain extent; and
have complied with it, no doubt in a man-
ner in which they are justified before God,
while some, perhaps, have paid no regard
to it whatever. Some so far ignore these
principles that they become very miserly
and covetous, and gather around them and
their families what they consider they need
now, and then lay up for future genera-
tions, when there is distress around them,
and thousands of Saints in Europe and
other parts who are groaning in poverty,
under the iron hand of tyranny, not know-
ing from day to day where they are going
to obtain a meal of victuals. Yet here are
men among us who call themselves Latter-
day Saints, who do not impart of their sub-
stance according to the law of the Gospel.
I say God is displeased with such covetous-
ness, and he will never prosper the Latter-
day Saints who are guilty of such miserly
conduct.

But as regards the law of tithing, it is in
force upon the poor as well as the rich, and
it seems that it acts almost unequally in
some respects.
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