
day. But, on the contrary the greater the re-
sponsibility neglected, the greater their fall, 
chagrin and disappointment, and woe when 
they find their allotted portion among the hyp-
ocrites and unbelievers.

And the enemies of Zion who want to pen-
etrate our sacred and holy places, and who say 
in their hearts, Let her temples be defiled; let 
adventurers, profligates and libertines mingle 
in their family circles, and break them asunder, 
and defile the daughters of Zion and break up 
the holy institution of sacred and holy matri-
mony, by which they are bound together in the 
new and everlasting covenant for time and eter-
nity; yes, they say, let this covenant be broken, 
let all who believe and will not deny the laws 
and commands of God, be excluded from the 
jury box, from the ballot box and from official 
station. And here comes another wail from a 
member of the Cabinet, in the form of a deci-
sion to the effect that all plural wives, who will 
not break their covenants with their God and 
their husband, shall be excluded from the right 
of homestead and pre-emption; and I doubt 
not but what everything will be done that 
Satan can put into their hearts to do to block 
the wheel, to hedge up the way, in order to test 
the faith of the righteous and their integrity to 
each other and the principles of truth. But it 
must be remembered that God permits it, that 
they may fill up the cup of their iniquity, that 
the righteous may be proven and tested, even 
to the core. For God will have a tried people, 
and those only who will abide in his covenant, 
even to the death if necessary, will be found 
worthy of that glory and exaltation in his king-
dom which we seek after. It is a day of warning, 
not of many words; it is also a day of sacrifice. 
God has a controversy with the nations, but 
first with those unto whom the fullness of the 
Gospel has been sent. He will work in his own 
wondrous way his purposes to perform. It be-
comes us to be very humble, that we may be 
worthy to be his instruments in accomplishing 
his designs.

I  r e j o i c e  in  the  t e s t imony  o f  the  
S p i r i t  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  t h e  p r e v i o u s

speakers during this Conference. My earnest 
desire is that the Spirit may spread abroad 
among all people and take deep root in their 
hearts, not only throughout the Stakes of 
Zion, but throughout the earth. Dark clouds 
may gather around us from time to time; then 
is the time not to fear, but to watch and pray 
and patiently await the Lord of Hosts to dis-
pel them and cause the sun to shine again upon 
us; remembering the vision of Nephi, in which 
he saw the rod of iron which led to the tree of 
life, along the turbulent stream of muddy wa-
ter, and through mists and clouds which at in-
tervals beset his pathway; and that those who 
clung to it were led safely through and reached 
the tree and partook of the fruit thereof, while 
those who ceased their hold to the rod of iron 
wandered off and were lost.

I have felt the greatest concern for the ris-
ing generation among us; they are far more nu-
merous than our foreign immigrants. Secretary 
Evarts and the Cabinet need have far less fear 
concerning our foreign immigrants than of 
those that are constantly coming from the spirit 
world. The enemies of Zion fear this doctrine 
of the Saints, that “Children are an heritage 
of the Lord, * * * and happy is the man that 
hath his quiver full of them.” This doctrine 
permits the Latter-day Saints to fulfil the first 
great command given to Father Adam and 
Mother Eve, instead of adopting that abomi-
nable and soul-destroying doctrine of devils, 
infanticide and feticide, which is practiced to 
no little extent in the Christian world, which is 
in open violation to the laws of nature and the 
law of God to our first parents, to “multiply 
and replenish the earth.” And the practice of 
this same doctrine is fast depopulating some of 
our older States; besides, it tends to encourage 
prostitution; and, strange as it may appear, a 
future day will yet reveal that among the fore-
most and prominent votaries of this doctrine of 
devils are those who fight against Zion and her 
institution of marriage, under the hypocriti-
cal cant as such men as Schuyler Colfax, in his 
utterance from the balcony of the Townsend 
House in this city, and Attorney-General
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