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gress you are making in the erection of

this temple, the energy and zeal that are

being displayed and the liberality that

has been manifested by the people of this

temple district.

We are engaged, as has been men-

tioned by Brother Snow, in a great work;

in the work that prophets and seers have

gazed upon and prophesied of, namely

the gathering together of the Lord's

elect, the building of temples for the re-

demption of the living and the dead; in

the establishment of the kingdom of our

God. These things have been more or

less understood according to the power

of the spirit and the light of revelation

that has rested upon his prophets ever

since the world began. It is difficult, as

has been remarked, for us sometimes to

realize the position we occupy—the rela-

tion we sustain to our heavenly Father—

the responsibility that rests upon us,

and the various duties we have to per-

form in the fulfillment of the purposes

of God; in the interest of a world ly-

ing in wickedness; in the building up of

the Zion of our God, in the establish-

ment of righteousness and in bringing to

pass those great and glorious principles

which have been contemplated by the

Almighty "before the world rolled into

existence or the morning stars sang to-

gether for joy." It is our lot to be placed

upon the earth in this time. It is our

lot to have our minds enlightened by the

Spirit, intelligence and revelation that

flows from God. It is our lot to oper-

ate and cooperate with God our heavenly

Father—and with his Son Jesus Christ—

and with the ancient patriarchs, apostles

and men of God who have lived before;

and while they are operating behind the

veil in the interests of humanity in the

fulfillment of the purposes of God and

in the establishment of righteousness

upon the earth, we are here to operate

with them, that we and they may act

conjointly under the influence and guid-

ance of the Almighty and the power and

Spirit of the living God, in carrying out

the designs of the great Jehovah. This

is what we are here for. And it is neces-

sary that we should comprehend our po-

sition; for in the performance of our du-

ties associated with this work it is not as

some people seem to suppose. We have

got something else to do besides fold-

ing our arms and crying "Lullaby baby

on the tree top, when the wind blows

the cradle will rock." We have something

to do besides "sitting and singing our-

selves away to everlasting bliss." It is

our duty—and God expects it of us, that

we should seek unto him for wisdom, for

guidance, for revelation and for a knowl-

edge of his law, that we may be filled

with the Holy Ghost and the power of

God and that we may be enabled to mag-

nify our calling and priesthood and ac-

complish that work which God has de-

signed from before the foundation of the

world. It is in reality a labor. We have

gone forth, as many have gone forth to

preach the Gospel of life and salvation

to a fallen world. We have gathered in

"one of a city and two of a family;" we

have combated the errors of ages and in-

veighed against the wickedness, corrup-

tions and strategems of wicked and un-

godly men, who have opposed us on ev-

ery hand; and we have, with the help

of the Lord, succeeded in gathering out

many of the honest in heart from among

the different nations of the earth. And

we have come here to carry out the will,

purposes and designs of God. I never

supposed that we were to come here

to get rich, to increase in worldly pos-

sessions; but we came as I understand


