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it in accordance with an express command
of the Most High, that we may be taught
in the knowledge of God, that we might
come to an understanding of his laws. We
are not here to follow the devices and de-
sires of our own hearts; we are not here to
carry out any particular theory of our own;
we are not here to build up any system of
man’s creation; but we are here simply to
do the will of God in the establishment
of his kingdom on the earth. In many
things, however, we have not lived up to
that high and glorious privilege which has
been presented to us; we have been care-
less and indifferent, and it seems as though
Satan has been permitted to try and tempt
us in every possible way. For a few years
past a spirit of greed and covetousness has
run through the land and cursed as with a
withering blight everything it has touched.
It is as bad in its effects upon the mind of
man as any pestilence or plague upon the
human body. We have begun to run after
the things of the world; our hearts, feelings
and affections, in many instances, have
been estranged from God. It is time that
something should transpire to wake us up
to a sense of the position we occupys; it is
time we realized how God and angels look
upon men who are absorbed in the things
of this world instead of living up to their
professions and the covenants they have
made with him.

We have many of us, however, been
doing a good work notwithstanding these
grievous evils. It is true it is not always
smooth sailing. Sometimes we seem when
a little difficulty comes along to be struck
with amazement, as though something very
extraordinary had happened. There is noth-
ing very strange about these things. “What
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are you doing? What is the position of
affairs? What are you going to do? etc.”
Those words express the kind of feelings
that actuate the minds of the Latter-day
Saints. There has been a war ever since the
commencement of the world to the pres-
ent time between the powers of light and
the powers of darkness. Adam, we are told,
had two sons. One was a covetous man,
a wicked man who did not fear God; the
other was a righteous man who feared
God. The wicked son, who was instigated
of the devil, said, I will kill my brother and
then I will have his possessions. He did so
and it seems that this kind of feeling exist-
ed until in a short time that influence had
so prevailed that wickedness and corrup-
tion made such rapid strides that the world
had to be swept as with a besom of destruc-
tion, and only a very few men were left.
And then it seemed necessary that the same
spirit and the same power should con-
tinue; and hence a part of this Canaanish
seed came through the flood. Why? That
there might still be the two powers—the
power of light and the power of dark-
ness; the power of God and the power of
the devil—that the struggle and warfare
among men might still go on, so that man
might be made perfect through suffering.
Hence the servants of God in the different
ages of the world have had to combat with
the powers of darkness. John the Revelator
speaks of a great company of people whom
he saw arrayed in white, singing a new
song. And on his inquiring as to who they
were, he was told that they were they that
had washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. They
were they that had come up through much
tribulation, therefore they were next the
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