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ference is that we are in much better cir-
cumstances than many who lived in ear-
lier days who had to wander about in
sheep- and goatskins, seeking the dens
and caves of rocks as places of retreat
and safety. You, my brethren and sisters,
do not look today as though you were
pushed to such extremes, do you? I think
it another kind of spectacle. We are an
integral part of this great government of
the United States, not a very large part,
but a very small part; and we have as-
sumed a species of political importance;
and every now and then they get after us
without knowing hardly the why or the
wherefore. They talk sometimes quite
loudly about our corruptions. Why, as
I told them some time ago in Salt Lake
City, in talking about this matter, there
is more wickedness carried on in Wash-
ington, where they talk so much about
purity, in one day, than there is in these
valleys of the mountains in six months,
the Gentiles and all thrown in. And yet
it is quite important that they should
call upon a number of European nations
to help them to correct the morals of
two hundred thousand people in these
far distant mountains. What magnanim-
ity! Well, what about it? Not much.
But there is this much about it—that
this nation, nor the powers of Europe,
nor any other power, can overturn the
Church and Kingdom of God that he has
established on the earth. It will go on
in spite of all the powers of earth and
hell. You have heard that prophesied
over and over again, and I will proph-
esy it again today. And every power that
lift its hand against the kingdom of God
will be wasted away: for God will have a
controversy with the nations who oppose
his work, and he will manage them in
his own way; he will put a hook in their

jaws and will lead them whithersoever
he will. The wrath of man shall praise
him, and the remainder he has said he
will restrain. Hence I feel a good deal
like taking the advice of Jesus: "Fear not
them which kill the body, but are not able
to kill the soul: but rather fear him who
is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell."

The only fear I have for the Latter-
day Saints is that they will not live their
religion. And I call upon you here to-
day to lay aside your covetousness, your
greed and your avarice, and act honor-
ably and just one with another as your
brethren, humble yourselves before God
and seek unto him for his guidance, and
he will help you, he will bless and sus-
tain you, and he will deliver you. And
I say unto the priesthood, be one; for
if you are not one you are not of God.
No contention, no strife, no backbiting,
no hard words; but let us have the love
of God dwelling and welling up in our
hearts, and extending to all men. But
war against evil, corruption and iniq-
uity of every kind, wherever found; stand
firm in upholding and maintaining the
principles of truth as they have been
revealed to us, before high heaven, be-
fore all men. We want to be united,
and, as Paul says, "Put on the whole
armor of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places." Paul had to main-
tain the truth as he had received it in
the midst of a crooked and perverse gen-
eration; and we have to do the same,
and God will sustain us in our endeav-
ors. But if we are trembly and shaky,
our religion is not worth much to us.



